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The ysn Office of International Affairs will be directed by Pamela Minarik, 
professor of nursing at Yale with experience in developing partnerships with 
nursing institutions abroad. Professor Minarik explains that the launching 
of the ysn Office of International Affairs is particularly timely and consistent 
with Yale University’s effort to expand its international activities. “With increasing
frequency, health care professionals acknowledge that in order to address 
the diverse needs of their communities they need to look at health care from 
a global perspective,” she says. “Cultural and ethnic diversity is 
increasing in the United States and in other countries, and there is a growing 
need for competent health care professionals who can care for culturally diverse
populations. ysn is committed to meeting this need and to developing new 
opportunities for nursing scholars and students in this country and abroad to 
participate in international education, scholarship, and practice.”

Professor Minarik explains that ysn has a long history of collaboration
with colleagues abroad. “Through these partnerships ysn faculty have contributed
significantly to improvements in global health,” she says. “The new international
programs we develop will benefit from this existing network of relationships.” 

Professor Minarik points to one such partnership—the century-old Yale-
China nursing program. Through the Yale-China Association ysn has maintained
an active relationship with the Faculty of Nursing at Hunan Medical University 
in Changsha, China. The collaborative activities include the hiv/aids Train-the-
Trainer Program that consists of a weeklong workshop conducted once each in
Yunnan, Guandong, Xinjiang, and Henan provinces. Each workshop provides
training to Chinese nursing leaders and educators from local hospitals and health
education institutions. Headed by Professor Ann Williams, a Trustee of the 
Yale-China Association, the program has been extremely successful in reaching 
a large number of health care professionals throughout China, and continues 
to help curb the spread of the hiv epidemic in the region. 

Over the next several years professor Minarik plans to create a number 
of new opportunities for ysn students and faculty to engage in international
research and education, and to develop more opportunities for foreign scholars to
study and to conduct research at ysn. New programs are already being developed
in Nicaragua, Mexico, Ireland and Russia, are being modeled on ysn’s current 
partnerships in China, Trinidad & Tobago, South Africa, Japan, Thailand and
Vietnam. “The success of our current international partnerships has demonstrated
a growing need for similar initiatives in other parts of the world,” explains 
professor Minarik. “The ysn Office of International Affairs will help meet that
need by pooling existing resources at ysn and utilizing additional resources 
available throughout Yale University.”

In addition to specific programs of the school, a number of ysn faculty
have been involved individually in the development of advanced practice nursing
in other countries through consultation, practice, scholarship and curriculum
development. “Leveraging the extensive expertise of these faculty will also help 
us to form new partnerships that meet the needs of communities around the
world, especially among populations whose health care needs are not currently
being met,” professor Minarik said.

The new office will also work to expand ysn’s relationship with other
institutions at Yale, such as the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization and the
World Fellows Program. According to Dean Catherine Gilliss, “The creation of 
the Office of International Affairs strengthens ysn’s commitment to the Yale 
community. By partnering with other institutions on campus to better understand
the needs of communities around the world, and by training leaders who will
address those needs, ysn will play an important role in helping Yale to become 
a truly global university.”

Alicia Huente (second from left in
photo), or “Mama Licha” as she is known
in the community, lives in Estell, a town
in the northern highlands of Nicaragua.
Currently, she runs a clinic out of her
home, open 24 hours a day to everyone
in her community. She is a health 
and human rights activist and sees all
patients regardless of their ability to pay
(her monthly income is less that $40).
She offers full scope women’s health
care services including annual exams,
treatment of sexually transmitted 
infections, contraception counseling 
and pre-natal care. She also provides
vaccinations to area children and 
couples parenting classes.

Her vision is dear and her resolve
is untouchable. She is beloved by the
community and has worked as a nurse
and a midwife for 34 years. On her 
reputation alone, she has acquired the
bare essentials to be able to offer 
services from her home. 

There is a great need for reproduc-
tive health services in Nicaragua. The
country has the highest fertility rate in
Central America, as well as one of the
highest rates of maternal mortality and
cervical cancer. In 2002, ysn’s Bethany
Golden, and Angela Rogers created a
non-profit organization for human rights
projects and women’s health initiatives
in Nicaragua, and adopted Mama Licha’s
Clinic as their first project. Initially, the
two ysn students acquired over $40,000
worth of medical equipment and sup-
plies, generously donated by Yale-New
Haven Hospital and the Remedy Project. 

By January 1, 2003, Bethany and
Angela raised an additional $10,000
donated mostly by members of the 
Yale community. The funds will allow
Mama Licha to begin construction 
of a new facility on her property, cover
transportation costs to ship medical
equipment to Estell, and provide the
operating budget for the first year of 
the clinic. In the future, Bethany and
Angela plan to support Mama Licha’s
effort to expand the new clinic to
include outreach to youth on reproduc-
tive health, train rural midwives, and
create a new birth center. 

For more information about the
Mama Licha Nicaragua Project or to
make a donation, please contact Bethany
and Angela at bethany.golden@yale.edu
or angela.rogers@yale.edu.


