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Macy Foundation gift expands  
Yale-Howard partnership
Under the leadership and vision of Dean Margaret Grey, 
YSN submitted and secured funding from the Josiah Macy, 
Jr., Foundation to expand its collaborative partnership with 
Howard University. The gift will enable YSN to add medicine 
and public health into its existing nursing program, known as 
the Yale-Howard Partnership Center on Health Inequity. The 
program now brings nursing students from Howard University, 
a historically African American university in Washington, D.C., 
to Yale for intensive research internships. 

According to Barbara Guthrie, PhD, RN, FAAN, YSN Associate 
Professor and Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, “The ultimate 
goal is to increase the number of racial and ethnic minority 
biomedical and health scientists who are educationally 
prepared to engage in interdisciplinary research, with a special 
focus on the elimination of health inequities.” 

The program directors include Dr. Guthrie from YSN, Dr. W. 
Lee from the Yale School of Medicine, and Dr. Beatrice Aderly-
Kelly of Howard University.

Guthrie, who began her nursing education at Howard 
University’s Freedmen Hospital School of Nursing, comments, 
“I have wanted to reach back and mentor the next generation 
of biomedical and health scientists. As one of this program’s 
directors, I will be able to achieve this goal—and help to ensure 
that the next generation of health equity research scientists 
reflects the growing diverse U.S. population.”

The Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation is a privately endowed 
philanthropy in Manhattan, which supports programs designed 
to improve the education of health professionals in the interest 
of public health and to enhance the representation of minorities 
in the health profession.

Helene Fuld Health Trust supports 
GEPN students
As the price of tuition continues to climb, the Helene Fuld Health 
Trust of New York is making it a bit easier for YSN students to 
afford their education.

The trust has pledged $2 million for financial aid for 
students enrolled in YSN’s Graduate Entry Prespecialty in 
Nursing  program (GEPN).

Jess Theorin, a GEPN student studying midwifery, has 
received a scholarship in each of her three years at Yale. “I think 
scholarships are absolutely crucial to higher education,” she 
says. “It’s just not affordable to many people nowadays. You 
used to be able to work a summer job and help pay for college, 
but you just can’t do that anymore. If it weren’t for scholarships, 
many students would not be at Yale.”

At YSN, Helene Fuld Health Trust scholars will be selected 
based on demonstrated exceptional academic performance 
and a commitment to pursuing a career caring for society’s 
most underserved populations.

“I rely on my scholarships to get me through,” Theorin says.  
“The expense of education is a hurdle that keeps a lot of people 
out, but scholarships really allow you to be able to practice your 
passion.”

The Helene Fuld Health Trust is the nation’s largest private 
funder devoted to nursing students and nursing education. Dr. 
Leonhard Felix Fuld and his sister, Florentine, created the Helen 
Fuld Foundation in 1935 in honor of their mother, Helene Fuld.  
The foundation was changed to the Helene Fuld Health Trust in 
1965 and HSBC Bank (formerly Marine Midland Bank) became 
its corporate trustee in 1969.

“�Increasing financial aid  
is the single most critical  
need facing our students  
today.The debt load many  
of our students face at  
graduation is daunting.  
Miss Webber’s gift will help  
to lighten this burden.”


