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YSN financial aid boosted by 
alumnae’s bequest
Dorothy Webber ’45 never forgot her time at Yale University’s 
School of Nursing. Thanks to a generous bequest in her will, 
more students will have the opportunity to follow in her 
footsteps. Webber’s gift of $5 million will be used for student 
scholarships. She died August 9, 2006, at the age of 86.

“We are so grateful for Miss Webber’s generosity and 
foresight,” says Lisa Hottin, Director of External Relations for 
YSN. “For many of our alumnae/i, their Yale experience affected 
their lives professionally and personally on so many levels. 
Her gratitude to Yale will directly impact generations of YSN 
students in a very personal way.”

Webber grew up in Fergus Falls, Minnesota and attended 
Trinity College in Washington, D.C., before transferring to the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, where she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in English literature in 1942. She graduated 
with a master’s degree from YSN in 1945.

Webber moved to Honolulu, where she worked as an 
assistant head nurse at Queen’s Medical Center. For a brief 
period she was at the University of Colorado Hospital in Denver 
before returning to Honolulu. She ultimately returned to her 
home in Fergus Falls, where she occasionally worked as a private 
duty nurse with Lake Region Healthcare Corporation.

She decided to include YSN in her will after reading about 
the creation of the Margaret Perry Pearce Scholarship Fund at 
YSN, named after a fellow classmate by Pearce’s husband, Herb 
Pearce, in 1999. “Yale School of Nursing was the best thing that 
ever happened to me,” Webber told former YSN Dean Catherine 
Gilliss.

“Increasing financial aid is the single most critical need 
facing our students today,” Hottin says. “The debt load many of 
our students face at graduation is daunting. Miss Webber’s gift 
will help to lighten this burden.”

YSN students will soon have a place to simulate the environment 
of their future careers. The Helene Fuld Health Trust of New York, 
the nation’s largest private funder devoted to nursing students 
and nursing education, recently awarded YSN a $500,000 grant to 
help establish a simulation center for the education and training 
of health care teams. The facility will be an interdisciplinary 
partnership between YSN, Yale School of Medicine and Yale-New 
Haven Hospital.

“There is a fundamental problem in the education of health 
care students,” says Linda Pellico ’89, an assistant professor at YSN 
who has taught in the Graduate Entry Prespecialty in Nursing 
(GEPN) program since 1989. “We educate members of teams in 
silos and expect them magically to find out what everybody’s 
role is when they get out there.”

The simulation center will include an intensive care unit 
designed to the exact specifications of an ICU bed space with 
ventilators, monitors, oxygen, and all the typical equipment found 
in a working intensive care unit. There will also be an emergency 
room, an operating room, offices and a conference room.

“Beyond the goal of developing, refining and evaluating our 
students’ clinical skills and decision making, the center offers 
us a tremendous opportunity to look at communication and 
teamwork in a simulated situation,” Pellico says. “We are also 
going to have patient simulation with live actors. We are thinking 
broadly about simulation. It’s not just going to be a dummy 
tethered to a machine. This center should really help prepare our 
students for their careers.”

Pellico says the location of the simulation center is now 
being determined, along with the infrastructure requirements 
for each stakeholder. “Right now, we’re just dreaming the dream,” 
she says. Due in part to the Helene Fuld Health Trust, that dream 
is now closer to reality.

Fuld gift contributes to inter- 
disciplinary simulation center


