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The Future of Nursing

Last fall, the Institute of Medicine released its report The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, 
Advancing Health.1 The report is revolutionary in multiple ways, but importantly, this was 
not a report by nurses for nurses. It was a report from a multidisciplinary panel chaired by former 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna E. Shalala and composed of representatives  
from multiple fields, including nursing and medicine. In addition, the recommendations were based  
on high-quality evidence that met the standards of the Institute of Medicine. The key messages  
in the report are:

• Nurses should practice to the full extent of their education and training.

•  Nurses should achieve higher levels of education and training through an improved  
education system that promotes seamless academic progression.

•  Nurses should be full partners, with physicians and other health professionals,  
in redesigning health care in the United States.

•  Effective workforce planning and policy making require better data collection and  
an improved information infrastructure.

The major recommendations in the report include:

• Remove scope of practice barriers.

• Expand opportunities for nurses to lead and diffuse collaborative improvement efforts.

• Implement nurse residency programs.

• Increase the population of nurses with a baccalaureate degree to 80% by 2020.

• Double the number of nurses with a doctorate by 2020.

• Ensure that nurses engage in lifelong learning.

• Prepare and enable nurses to lead change to advance health.

•  Build the infrastructure for the collection and analysis of interprofessional  
health care workforce data.

While these messages and recommendations come as no surprise to Yale Nursing graduates, the fact  
that they come from this multidisciplinary panel is unprecedented. As important as these are,  
the real impact will be felt in how we at YSN, as a school educating clinician leaders, implement and  
advocate for these recommendations. Students of today and tomorrow will benefit from that work.

Over the past year, faculty, staff, and student representatives have engaged in a wide-ranging strategic 
planning process to determine not only our major goals for the next five years, but also to determine  
how we at YSN will rise to the challenges issued in the report. I am pleased to report that even  
though we are not yet finished, we have agreed on new, bold mission and values statements. In May, 
the Yale Corporation approved our proposal to develop a post-master’s Doctor of Nursing Practice  
(DNP) program, which will admit students in fall 2012. The program will build on our current Nursing 
Management, Policy, and Leadership master’s program and will be offered as a hybrid (online and  
intensive sessions) for working advanced practice nurses. The faculty have embraced the use of  
new technologies in teaching, which will allow us to make better use of our classroom time with our  
extraordinary students. We have committed to ensuring that our students are prepared for the  
leadership roles they will be expected to play in the practice, academic, and policy worlds. And, we have 
committed to assuring our financial future as well. You will hear more about our strategic planning  
work over the next year.

In this issue, we focus on some remarkable students. They are the Future of Nursing. Our lives will be 
in their hands, and we at YSN are committed to ensuring that they are prepared to succeed and that  
they will lead the changes that are necessary to care for people and communities in the years to come.  
I hope you enjoy learning about them.

Margaret Grey, DrPH, RN, FAAN,  
Dean and Annie Goodrich Professor

1. Committee on the  
Robert Wood Johnson  
Foundation Initiative  
on the Future of Nursing  
at the Institute of  
Medicine. (2011). The 
Future of Nursing: Leading 
Change, Advancing 
Health. Washington, DC: 
National Academies Press.
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ysn spotlight news

Melissa Kurtz, a 2011 graduate of YSN’s Nursing 
Management, Policy, and Leadership master’s 
program, was awarded the 2011 Nightingale 
Award for Excellence in Nursing Scholarship  
from the Visiting Nurse Association of  

 
Dean Margaret Grey said, “She is meticulous  
in detail, quietly confident in presentation, and 
impeccably thorough in all she takes on.”

Beginning in the fall of 2012, YSN will offer a Doctor of Nursing  
Practice (DNP) degree. The DNP at YSN is the product of  
two years of work by a faculty task force, chaired by Margaret 
Moss (pictured), who will direct of the program. The program 
will enroll 12 students for the fall semester of 2012 and ramp up  
to 18 students by the third year of operation. “This degree will  
be a professional doctorate, in contrast to an academic research 
degree like the PhD,” commented Moss. “It will be a terminal  
degree that prepares senior clinicians who also are seeking  
leadership and policy roles related to the future of health care.” 

Suzanne Bakken, RN, DNSc, FAAN, FACMI, Alumni Professor 
of Nursing and Professor of Biomedical Informatics and Director, 
Center for Evidence-Based Practice in the Underserved at 
Columbia University School of Nursing, presented the annual 
Sybil Palmer Bellos Lecture, entitled “Promoting the Health  
of the Public Through Informatics.” 

Bakken commented during her lecture, “Technology does change. 
But the biggest mistake I see people make in their grants...is they 
take a very effective human-delivered intervention and hire a 
programmer to put it on the phone. And they don’t think about...
okay, what’s the theoretical foundation of the intervention?” 

Morgan Schopen ’11 Recognized 
for Community Service

YSN to Offer Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP) Degree

Morgan Schopen ’11 was presented the 
2011 YSN Community Service Award before  
the Bellos Lecture. Dean Margaret Grey  
presented Schopen with the award and read 
the official citation: 

[Schopen’s commitment] has been  
demonstrated in “hands-on” health care,  
development of educational strategies  
to put tools into women’s hands, working  
to encourage disadvantaged students  
to go into the health professions, and  
continuing, nonstop advocacy work.  
She is going to make a difference in the  
future of health care!

YSN Student Receives Nightingale 
Scholarship from VNA

Suzanne Bakken Presents 
Bellos Lecture

2011 Creative Writing Awards

National Magazine 
Award-winning author 
Amy Bloom (left) 
was the featured 
speaker at the event. 
Watch videos of this 
year’s awardees and 
read their winning 
essays at nursing.yale.
edu/cwa11.

YSN students Aislyn K. Cangialose ’13, 
Amanda Reilly ’11, and Meredith A. 
Bailey ’12 presented their winning essays 
at the 2011 Creative Writing Awards,  
which drew an audience of over 180 people  
to the New Haven Lawn Club on April 28.  
The awards were recently renamed  
the Griswold Special Home Care Creative 
Writing Awards in honor of an endowment 
made by Lesley Mills, a Yale Associate  
Fellow and passionate proponent of creative 
nonfiction writing.
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Marge Funk Receives American Heart  
Association Nursing Award
YSN Professor Marge Funk has been selected for  
the highest award of the American Heart Association 
(AHA) Council on Cardiovascular Nursing. The  
Katharine A. Lembright Award was presented to  
Funk during the AHA Scientific Sessions in November.  
As the award recipient, Funk presented a lecture  
at the conference. The Lembright Award is an  
acknowledgment of contributions and achievements  
in the field of cardiovascular nursing research. 

Ruth McCorkle Receives Psycho-Oncology’s 
Highest Recognition
YSN Professor Ruth McCorkle posed with Jimmie 
Holland after receiving the American Psychosocial Oncology 
Society award, the field’s highest recognition, which is 
named for Dr. Holland. Dr. Holland’s dedication to the field 
of psycho-oncology has inspired many, including McCorkle, 
who said, “She has remained our biggest champion of  
the importance of all disciplines working together to provide 
mental health services for cancer patients....”

Linda Pellico Selected for Josephine Dolan  
Award for Nursing Education
Linda H. Pellico, Associate Professor at YSN, has been  
selected by Connecticut Nurses’ Association (CNA)  
to receive the 2011 Josephine A. Dolan Award for  
Outstanding Contributions to Nursing Education. Pellico  
was recognized for utilizing a variety of teaching strategies 

She sought to 
integrate and test the use of the  humanities, arts, and

 music as a
 

way of connecting the  familiar to the unfamiliar 
or the known to the unknown. 

Nancy Redeker Receives Virginia Henderson 
Award for Nursing Research
Nancy S. Redeker, Professor and Associate Dean for Schol-
arly Affairs, has been selected by CNA to receive the 2011 
Virginia A. Henderson Award for Outstanding Contributions 
to Nursing Research. This prestigious honor is named  
for one of the most distinguished leaders in Connecticut  
nursing history and represents the highest honor that the 
nursing profession in Connecticut can bestow on one of its 
own. Redeker has focused her leading program of research 
on sleep in people with cardiovascular disease and other 
chronic conditions.

  On May 5, 2011, YSN faculty members 
Laura Andrews and Deborah Fahs 
received the Nightingale Award for 
Excellence in Nursing, a program 
originally developed by the Visiting 
Nurse Association of South Central 
Connecticut (VNA/SCC) to be a 
collaborative effort to celebrate 
outstanding nurses and elevate the 
nursing profession.

        faculty recognition

YSN Hosts HealthCampCT “Unconference”

On April 2, YSN hosted HealthCampCT, an “unconference” organized  
by YSN alum Matthew Browning ’01 (pictured). Health care 
enthusiasts, including nurses, physicians, entrepreneurs and bloggers, 
gathered at YSN. 

HealthCamp allows participants to 
choose the topics of discussion  
and participants are invited to lead  
the sessions. “The purpose of  
HealthCamp is to try to bring all of  
the diverse views together...and  
try to trigger action,” said attendee  
Mark Scrimshire.

The Yale University health care community saw firsthand  
how members of the U.S. Army provide health care in the field  
when members of the 947th Forward Surgical Team, based  
in West Hartford, set up a Deployable Rapid Assembly Shelter- 
or DRASH-surgical suite at Yale on April 13. 

DRASH Medicine: 

Guest speakers U.S. Army General (Ret.) Stanley McChrystal  
(pictured) and Colonel Dr. Frederick Lough were introduced by  
YSN alumna Linda Schwartz, RN, MSN ’84, DrPH ’98, FAAN, 
Conn. Commissioner of Veterans’ Affairs (featured in I Am a Yale 
Nurse on page 26).
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Yale Nurses have a century-long tradition of going into unknown territory to make  
change. They understand the importance of addressing not only the whole person,  
but sometimes the whole community, to create better health for all. Some Yale Nurses  
take on this responsibility from their first semester at YSN. 

YSN’s Healthy Neighbors program is a student-led 
effort to improve the lives of some of New Haven’s 
most at-risk citizens. Several years ago, Everol Ennis 
’09 began by crossing the busy four-lane road that 
divides YSN from the Church Street South (CSS) 
apartments, a 300-family subsidized housing project 
situated between the school’s campus and the  
grandeur of Union Station. Instead of avoiding the 
projects’ intimidating concrete façade, Ennis, a  
New Haven native raising a family of his own in the 
city, sought to improve the health and lives of  
its residents.

The program began as an annual health fair  
that brought screenings and education to the  
community meeting room of CSS. Ennis passed the 
mantle to Brandon Ko ’11, who recognized the  
community’s need for a tutoring program and larger, 
more frequent health fairs. Ko, now a Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner at the Fair Haven Community Health 

Center, has remained in New Haven and serves as 
alumnae/i advisor to the program. “I passed the 
torch but couldn’t give it up completely,” Ko said 
with his typically easygoing grin.

YSN students are knitting themselves into the 
CSS community, getting to know the younger  
residents through tutoring sessions during the school 
year. “The tutoring program started in spring  
2010, but by the time we started that fall, it felt  
well established,” Vera Belitsky ’13 said. The student 
volunteers divide up the weekdays, providing  
academic support to approximately 20-30 children 
on any given day. Most of the children, ages 5  
to 18, come consistently and are rewarded for  
frequent attendance. 

Last fall, incoming Graduate Entry Prespecialty 
in Nursing (GEPN) students Belitsky, Kari McKinley,
 and Jenny Osborn, all from the class of 2013, took on
 leadership of Healthy Neighbors.  

A Healthy Neighborhood  
       Starts with Healthy Neighbors

by zoe keller

Vera Belitsky ’13 is one of 15 students who provide tutoring every day at the Church Street South apartments.

Safety issues such as bike 
helmets and lead paint  
are emphasized at the  
health fairs.
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The program has expanded to students from Yale’s 
schools of Medicine and Public Health. They  
have focused on the sustainability of the program,  
stressing the importance of formalizing continued 
leadership from YSN’s students and faculty,  
and ensuring institutional commitment from  
the school. 

Healthy Neighbors fairs draw local community 
health organizations to provide education based  
on the needs of the community. Manuel Aldorando, 
Resident Services Coordinator at the CSS apart-
ments, is the crucial point of contact for all of YSN’s 
involvement. “We always ask Manuel for input  
and guidance, and keep an ear to the problems faced 
by the community,” Belitsky said. Community  
experts address issues such as substance abuse, lead 
paint, and nutrition. In addition, Yale students  
provide screenings for high blood pressure, blood 
glucose, and asthma.  

YSN’s staff and faculty are also becoming more  
involved in the CSS community year after year.  
In December of 2010, YSN faculty and staff donated, 
wrapped, and delivered carloads of holiday gifts  
to the CSS residents. The following year, YSN went  
a step further by taking requests from the children 
and hosting a holiday party at YSN for all of the CSS  
children. Each child was given one “need” and one 
“want” gift, adding up to over 100 presents. Children 
and their families crowded into YSN’s normally  
spacious reading room for cookies and cider, and 
heard Santa Claus (played by Raymond Guthrie,  
husband of Associate Dean Barbara Guthrie) call out 
their names. The event brought the families of  
CSS closer to the people of YSN, both by proximity 
and in their hearts and minds.

“Healthy Neighbors is a good platform for YSN  
to think about other ways to be involved in the  

community, reaching across the age spectrum,”  
Belitsky added, in hopes of taking on more advocacy 
for the CSS residents.

The Healthy Neighbors fairs introduce YSN to  
an often overlooked neighborhood. This spring’s 
event brought an outpouring of effort and support 
from YSN. “It’s a good time to talk about health and 
talk about nursing, and also just to be a neighbor,” 
McKinley explained. “It was nice to see faculty  
and students involved—to see they’re interested  
because they’re our neighbors.”

The fairs grow larger every semester. The spring 
2011 event brought together 100 residents and  
approximately 15 community health organizations.  
It included a hot, balanced meal, a dance party to  
get everyone moving, education through Associate 
Professor Linda Pellico’s famous “Have Bones  
Will Travel” program, and a raffle with generous  
prizes such as car seats and safety gates. The Book-
mobile also rolled in, allowing kids to sign up for 
their library cards and check out books. “It became  
a gathering, and people stuck around,” Belitsky  
said with pride.

Linda Pellico, at far right, engages 

Travel  program, using an authentic 
human skeleton and pig lungs, 

anatomy, health, and nutrition.

gets the neighborhood children 
moving during the Healthy  
Neighbors fair.
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“So when are you coming back for your PhD?!” YSN Associate 
Professor Linda Pellico asked shortly after Asefeh Faraz  

walked across the stage at Yale University School of Nursing’s 
2008 graduation. “That was the furthest thing from my  

mind then,” Faraz recalls, “but her words had quite an effect  
on me.” Only a year and a half after graduation, Faraz  
had applied to the PhD program, and returned to YSN.

From Student to Practitioner:  
Minimizing Burnout for New Graduates

by christina casinelli
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After graduating with an MSN with a family nurse 
practitioner focus, Faraz worked at a community 
health center and in a private family practice as a  
primary care  nurse practitioner in  Seattle. It was
 this experience that  inspired her PhD research—
examining the transition from accelerated nurse  
practitioner programs into the workforce and the  
factors affecting that transition. Drawing inspiration 
from her personal experience as a newly graduated  
nurse practitioner, as well as the experiences of her 
peers, Faraz hopes her research will ultimately  
improve the transition of this unique population  
of health care providers into the workforce, thereby 
improving retention of vitally needed primary  
care providers and improving patient care. 

“I felt there was little understanding of the  
transitional process and few resources to aid novice 
nurse practitioners, particularly from accelerated  
programs, in their first roles,” Faraz said. “By  
improving transitions between the educational and 
work arenas, I hope to improve nurse practitioner  
satisfaction and minimize burnout, in order to  
increase their retention in underserved, primary  
care settings. As advanced practice nurses are  
increasingly being called upon to fill primary care 
roles to address health inequities, improving  
retention in community-based primary care centers 
offers potential as a mechanism to facilitate better 
patient care and health outcomes.”

Faraz cited statistics showing the projected  
shortage of primary care providers, stating  
that current literature reveals that merely two  
percent of fourth-year medical students will enter 
general internal medicine and that there will be  
an approximately 20 percent deficit of physicians  
certified in internal medicine by the year 2020 or 
2025. “This gap is increasingly being filled by  
nurse practitioners,” Faraz asserted. However, a 2009 
practice survey has revealed that the percentage  
of nurse practitioners in community-based primary 
care settings has decreased from 12.8 to 8.8 from  
2003 to 2009. “This dramatic decrease is concerning, 
and remains unexplained,” Faraz stated.

In the PhD program, she aims to understand  
the primary care nurse practitioner’s perception of 
the preparation for the initial nurse practitioner  
role upon graduation from an accelerated degree  
program. In addition, Faraz is exploring the barriers 
and facilitators of the nurse practitioner role  
transition and is making recommendations based  
on a theoretical framework in order to support  
new graduates in their first roles in the primary care 
setting. “This information has implications for  
educators as they prepare nurse practitioners, to 
nurse practitioners themselves, as well as to  
employers who wish to retain these much-desired 
providers,” Faraz explained. 

Faraz’s interest in nursing began during her  
days as an undergraduate at the University  
of Washington. Already on her way to completing  
a BS in psychology and a BA in Spanish, the  
nursing adviser at UW suggested she wait until  
after graduation and apply to an accelerated master’s 
program in nursing. After applying to programs  
on both the east and west coasts, Faraz ultimately  
decided YSN was the best fit. “It had a strong  
program and a great location, as well as a great sense 
of community,” she added.

On campus, Faraz has been deeply involved in 
the Yale community from the moment she arrived. 
She has not only been on the YSN Alumnae/i  
Association (YSNAA) Board of Directors since 2005, 

she is currently president of the organization and  
is a class agent for the class of 2008. “I was invited by 
the Board to take on the leadership role of president 
and gladly accepted the privilege to do so. I felt a 
great sense of gratitude to YSN and wanted to show 
my appreciation for the wonderful experiences I had 
as a student and the opportunities I have had as  
an alumna by striving to provide the same for other 
students and alumni,” Faraz explained. 

Her involvement with YSNAA has continued  
to be a rewarding one. “My favorite memories from  

amazing stories and achievements as Yale nurses,” 
Faraz says. She has also had the opportunity  
to participate in the AYA Assembly, which allows  
her to connect with alumni from the entire Yale  
community. “Yale is so rich in history and tradition,” 
she states, recalling this past year’s Yale Medal  
dinner and the invitation extended to her by Yale  
College alumni to take that “traditional trip” to  
Mory’s Temple Bar. “It was really special to be invited 
to participate in a Yale College tradition with new 
friends,” Faraz recalls. “I’m still working on learning 
all the Yale songs, though!”

“ By improving  
transitions  
between the  
educational  
and work arenas,  
I hope to  
improve nurse  
practitioner  
satisfaction  
and minimize  
burnout, in  
order to  
increase their  
retention in  
underserved,  
primary  
care settings.”
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They cry, sneeze, sweat, and even  
give birth. But these patients are not  
quite human. Earlier this year, the  
Yale School of Nursing welcomed three  
special members to the community:  
a trio of patient simulators that are  
already making an immense impact  
on the learning and confidence of  
Graduate Entry Prespecialty in Nursing 
(GEPN) students. The sophisticated  
simulators include one male patient,  
and a mother and child duo.

by erin nemeth

Allison Shorten, RN, RM, PhD, FACM, YSN Associate 
Professor, has played a key role in bringing the mother and 
child patient simulator to life for YSN students. “The 
simulators are wonderful tools that can help students to 
learn about effective communication, critical thinking, and 
teamwork with their peers,” Shorten explained. Simulation 
scenarios range from “situation normal” to emergency  
care situations, and all of the scenarios help students hone 
their ability to work effectively as a team.

The mother and baby were brought to YSN in order to 
provide students with the chance to further their skills in 
maternal-newborn care. The technological tandem expands 
students’ learning beyond both the classroom and the 
clinical setting. Students can be placed in a variety of 
situations in which they assist the mother giving birth, care 
for the crying newborn, and assess the well-being of both 
patients, all in a “risk-free” supportive setting.

The maternal-newborn couple join another simulator— 
a male who isn’t afraid to cry (as long as his tear ducts have 
been filled with water). The male simulator also has the 
ability to sweat, sneeze, and seize. His pupils dilate and his 

Students get to know their new patients.

Real Lessons  
in Nursing  
Through Simulated 
Patients
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blood pressure can rise or drop in a fraction of a second in 
response to treatments, allowing faculty to set up scenarios 
that test the students’ ability to react based on their 
classroom and clinical knowledge.  

Angie Ballas ’13, a GEPN student, said a “role-playing” 
scenario in maternity care “gave me a great opportunity  
to observe and critique how my other group members 
handled the situation.”

The simulation labs encourage students to recognize  
not only the importance of teamwork, but the necessity of 
having the self-confidence to care for patients. Practicing 
with simulators “in a safe, clinical setting… allows us to make 
mistakes and learn from them before we make them on 
patients,” GEPN student May Cao observed. Working with 
simulators is not a substitute for clinical experience, but 
serves as a supplement to boost learning. Mimicking realistic 
situations pushes students to recognize their individual 
improvements and test their ability to improvise.

Linda Pellico, PhD, APRN, YSN Associate Professor, 
believes that replicating real-life events in creative ways is 
what brings the technology to life. “I wanted to create an 
environment where students can practice without fear of 
harming the patient,” Pellico stated. “It’s the perfect risk-free 
environment.” 

While a simulation scenario may go smoothly, students 
learn the most about themselves as caregivers through peer 
feedback and self-reflection after the simulated event. The 
simulation lab encourages improvement on a personal level, 
and builds on newly developed clinical skills. “Simulators 

don’t just allow students to practice clinical skills and 
decision making—it goes further than that,” Shorten 
commented. “The idea is not only to prepare students for 
new clinical experience, but to consolidate what they have 
learned.” Even if students have areas that need further 
development, Shorten has observed the growth in her 
students. “Simulation is not always about testing students. 
Rather, it is about students testing themselves. They often 
realize how far they have come, how much they have 
learned, as well as what they need to learn for the future.” 

Along with YSN’s Tracy Evans, simulation coordinator, 
and Jayne Mednick, clinical preceptor, the teacher controls 
the functions of the virtual patients and remotely gives  
them a voice. Shorten believes that these practices help 
enhance the learning experience for students. Pellico  
added that, by observing students’ on-the-spot reactions to 
situations, “It evaluates them, and us; it assures us that  
we’re teaching the right things.” 

GEPN student Julia Martin ’13 understands that the 
simulation lab goes beyond enhancing self-confidence and 
education; it represents the future. “We have such a great 
opportunity to build skills in our patients…. It’s a good 
reminder that the kind of care we give should be more 
geared toward patient education, comfort, and skill-building 
whenever possible,” she added.

“ I wanted to create  
an environment  
where students can  
practice without  
fear of harming  
the patient. It’s the  
perfect risk-free  
environment.”

Simulation coordinator Tracy Evans at the controls.

Shorten leads students Keith Ellis, Brittany Diaz, and Kaitlin Anderson, all from the  
class of 2013, in a clinical debriefing after an exercise. 
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In those 10 years as dean of students, I’ve witnessed the  
incredible advancements in nursing education. Changes  
in health care delivery, technology, and certification  
requirements have spurred the School to alter its curriculum. 
But you’ve witnessed those things, too. 

What is special about my perspective, and what makes 
me pause at times, is to reflect upon the faces of all the  
students who have become part of our community during 
that period. They are each so different; from person to  
person, year to year, and era to era. For me, it’s the change  
in the culture of our students that has impacted nursing  
education more than anything else, especially when you  

Today’s nursing student, like the rest of society, is  
extremely customer service oriented. Students don’t just 
want to earn an education—they come here to experience it. 
They expect a standard of service far beyond the academic 
content shared in the classroom. YSN has tried to keep  
pace with a dramatic increase in expectations around  
academic support, social and co-curricular activities, and  
career and networking assistance. We strive to provide  
the best experience possible.

What has also increased dramatically over the years  
is the financial burden faced by students. Ten years  
ago, the average student graduated with $63,000 in loans. 

truth of the matter 

That amount has risen to over $103,000. These numbers 
have changed the way our students approach their  
education. Many of them are forced to work while studying 
full time. YSN alums reading this may have been part of  
an era when full-time study was the priority and anything 
else was encouraged to be put on hold. Students today  
are no longer given that luxury. It saddens me to think how 
the stress of juggling responsibilities affects their studies. 

This financial reality also changes career expectations. 
Our students come to YSN with a dream of answering  
the call for social justice and equity. Many of them are not 
able to realize their professional goals of helping the under-
served because they need higher-paying jobs to survive  
financially. I cannot imagine the number of vulnerable  
populations that will not be touched by our extraordinary 
practitioners because of this issue.

This generation of students has also shaped the way  
the School delivers knowledge. Rather than the student 
keeping up in the classroom, today, it is the School that 
must keep up with the student. The students are multitaskers 
accustomed to information delivered instantly at their  
fingertips. (We’re all in this group, aren’t we?) They don’t 
just want to hear about primary care. They want to  
see it and touch it. They no longer rely on course packets.  
Everything is online. They sit in class searching the Web  
on their laptops and tablets for information. As the  
instructor presents, they pull related images from the Web 
and drag them into their notes. 

This changes the game. Interactive learning is  
critical. We must blend classroom instruction with online 
learning. We need to use state-of-the-art simulation  
equipment to give them firsthand experiences minutes  
after they receive the content in class. 

I have been fortunate enough to be dean of students  
for some time. The picture on my ID card is a daily  
reminder of the length of my tenure. And although the 
School has its share of challenges to keep up with the  

makes me proud to be a member of this community: the 
consistency within the transforming student. 

For all the differences between generations, the Yale 

without quality care, at home and across the globe. And 
their compassion for those in need is equally unmatched. 
No matter the person, time, or place. Whether they  
used computers or index cards. The constant that makes 
YSN special is the students’ skill and desire to make a deep 
impact, and the humility and unity to know that there is 
always much more to do and they need each other to do it.

Consistency Within  
Transformation

He has more hair, a thinner face, and doesn’t 
need glasses. When I look at the person pictured 
on my Yale ID card—issued to me almost 10  
years ago—I can’t help but sigh at the speed of 
which our lives travel. Some don’t like to think 
about it. Others thrive on it. It depends on  
your perspective, I guess. Changes that inevitably 
occur can be distressing, or exciting, or an  
intriguing combination of both. 

frank grosso, phd
assistant dean  
for student affairs
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Nurse’s strength of character remains consistent. Yale  
Nurses are still passionate. They continue to fight for those 
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donor profile: elaine gustafson, msn, aprn, cs, pnp ’86

Elaine Gustafson, MSN, APRN, CS, PNP ’86,  
has experienced Yale School of Nursing  
in numerous roles. She first came to YSN as  
a student with years of experience as a  
nurse, having specialized in public health  
and school health after graduating from  
Boston College. She began her studies  
with a supportive husband and five children  
between the ages of one and 15, and in  
1986, she earned a master’s degree at YSN  
in the Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Specialty. 

“ It is a joy to work  
with YSN students  
and to see the  
difference they  
are making.”

Following graduation, she moved with her family to Hong 
Kong. Finding no positions available for a PNP in primary care, 
she used her talents working in a refugee camp caring for  
Vietnamese families and teaching classes, as well as traveling 
throughout Southeast Asia.

After leaving Hong Kong, she moved to England, where 
she worked on a research project on the implementation  
of a new vaccine in the United Kingdom. These experiences 
provided remarkable opportunities for both Elaine and her 
family to see the world differently and appreciate some of the 
challenges of health care and health policy abroad.

Upon returning to New Haven in 1990, she began her 
practice as a PNP at the Fair Haven Community Health Center. 
She often expresses what a joy it was to work with families  
and colleagues at Fair Haven. “I feel so privileged to have had 
the opportunity to work with so many families facing immense 
challenges in their lives; what little I could offer was so  
appreciated and my life so enriched by having had these  
experiences,” she stated.

 During this time at Fair Haven, she reestablished her  
connections with YSN, first as a preceptor for students, and 
then as a faculty member in the Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
specialty. She remained on faculty for 10 years until her  
“retirement” in 2006, though she remains active in many roles. 
She continues today on the courtesy faculty as an Associate 
Clinical Professor and can be spotted frequently in the halls 
and classrooms of YSN delivering guest lectures or interacting 
with students. 

This March, Elaine will make her fourth trip to Managua, 
Nicaragua, with YSN faculty and students to care for children 
at La Escuelita, “The Little School,” in Managua. “I so look  
forward to visiting the school each year to see the changes and 
improvements in the lives of these impoverished children.  
It is a joy to work with YSN students and to see the difference 
they are making for these families,” she added.

Elaine currently serves on the School’s External Advisory 
Board, having recently completed a two-year term as  

policy, organization, and
 philanthropic matters. 

“Elaine is one of those special friends to both YSN and to 
me: so consistent, generous, and observant,” Dean Grey said. 
“If she sees a need, she gives of herself and her resources to 
address it. We are indebted to her for her invaluable guidance, 
integrity, and example.” 

Finally, Elaine is a generous and committed donor. Keenly 
aware of the burden of debt that many students carry after 
graduation, she and her late husband, Paul, established the 
Gustafson Family Scholarship in 2007. “It is one of the special 
privileges of my life to be able to provide this scholarship,” 
Elaine said. “Others helped make opportunities available to me 
in my life, so being able to do this is a great blessing for me.” 
She also supports the annual YSN Creative Writing Award.  
“Every year I am more delighted to hear the writing of YSN stu-
dents showcased at this event—it is a gift to nursing,” she added. 

Elaine Gustafson with nine  
of her 10 grandchildren  
(above), and on a service  
trip with YSN faculty  
and students to Managua,  
Nicaragua (below).
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advice to the Dean on strategic,  

chair.
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L., Foster, D., McGuire, J. F., & Scahill, L. 
(2011). Elementary school teachers’ 
knowledge of Tourette’s syndrome, 
obsessive-compulsive disorder, and 
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder: 
Effects of teacher training. Journal of 
Developmental and Physical Disabilities, 
23, 5-14. doi: 10:1007/s10882-010-9209-x

Caplan, S., Alvidrez, J., Paris, M., Escobar, J. 
I., Dixon, J. K., Desai, M. M., & Scahill, L. D. 
(2010). Subjective versus objective: An 
exploratory analysis of Latino primary 
care patients with self-perceived de-
pression who do not fulfill primary care 
evaluation of mental disorders. Patient 
health questionnaire criteria for  
depression. Primary Care Companion to 
the Journal of Clinical Psychiatry, 12(5). 
doi:10.4088/PCC.09m00899blu

Carandang, C. G., Kratochvil, C. J., Scahill, 
L., & Martin, A. (2010). Running a pediat-
ric psychopharmacology clinic: Practical 
aspects. In A. Martin, L. Scahill, & C. 
Kratochvil (Eds.), Pediatric psychophar-
macology: Principles and practice. New 
York: oxford university Press.

Hoekstra, P. J., Troost, P. W., Lahuis, B. E., 
Mulder, H., Mulder, E. J., Franke, B., & 
Minderaa, R. B. (2010). Risperidone-in-
duced weight gain in referred children 
with autism spectrum disorders is 
associated with a common polymor-
phism in the 5-hydroxytryptamine 2C 
receptor gene. Journal of Child and 
Adolescent Psychopharmacology, 20, 
473-477. doi:10.1089/cap.2009.0071

Koenig, K., White, S. W., Pachler, M., Lau, 
M., Lewis, M., Klin, A., & Scahill, L. (2010). 
Promoting social skill development in 
children with pervasive developmental 
disorders: A feasibility and efficacy 
study. Journal of Autism and Develop-
mental Disorders, 40, 1209-1218. 
doi:10.1007/s10803-010-0979-x

Motlagh, M. G., Katsovich, L., Thompson, 
N., Lin, H., Kim, Y. S., Scahill, L., & Leck-
man, J. F. (2010). Severe psychosocial 
stress and heavy cigarette smoking 
during pregnancy: An examination of 
the pre- and perinatal risk factors asso-
ciated with ADHD and Tourette’s syn-
drome. European Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, 19, 755. doi:10.1007/soo787-
010-0115-7

Motlagh, M. G., Sukhodolsky, D. G., Lan-
deros-Weisenberger, A., Katsovich, L., 
Thompson, N., Scahill, L., & Leckman, J. F. 
(2010). Adverse effects of heavy prena-
tal maternal smoking on attentional 
control in children with ADHD. Journal 
of Attention Disorders, 15, 593 
doi:10.1177/1087054710374576

Scahill, L., Anderson, G. M. (2010). Is 
ecstasy an empathogen? Biological 
Psychiatry, 68, 1082-1083. doi:10.1016/j.
biopsych.2010.10.020

Sukhodolsky, D. G., Landeros-Weisenber-
ger, A., Scahill, L., Leckman, J. F., & 
Schultz, R. T. (2010). Neuropsychological 
functioning in children with Tourette’s 
syndrome with and without attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Journal of 
the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, 49, 1155-1164. e1. 
doi:10.1016/j.jaac.2010.08.008

Williamson, E., & Scahill, L., (2010). use 
of antidepressants in children: Is it time 
for a comparative effectiveness trial? 
Journal of the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 49, 
184-185; author reply; discussion 186-
188. doi:10.1016/j.jaac.2009.09.006
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Allison	Shorten

Shorten, A., & Shorten B. (in press). 
Success, satisfaction and postnatal 
health: The importance of mode of 
birth after previous cesarean. Journal 
of Midwifery and Women’s Health.

Jones, S. C., Eval, M., Telenta, J., Cert, G., 
Shorten, A., & Johnson, K. (2011). Mid-
wives and pregnant women talk about 
alcohol: What advice do we give and 
what do they receive? Midwifery, 27, 
489-496. doi:10.1016/j.
midw.2010.03.009 

Shorten, A. (2010). Bridging the gap 
between mothers and medicine: “New 
insights” from the NIH consensus con-
ference on VBAC. Birth, 37, 181-183. 
doi:10.1111/j.1523-536X.2010.00404.x

Shorten, A. (2010). Weighing the pros 
and cons of planned vaginal birth after 
cesarean and repeat cesarean section. A 
woman’s guide to VBAC: Navigating the 
NIH consensus recommendations. Re-
trieved from http://givingbirthwithcon-
fidence.org/2010/09/weighing-the-
pros-and-cons-of-planned-vaginal-
birth-after-cesarean-and-repeat-cesare-
an-section/

Martha	K.	Swartz

Swartz, M. (2011). The future of nursing. 
Journal of Pediatric Health Care, 25, 
139-140. doi:10.1016/j.pedhc.2011.02.002 

Swartz, M. (2011). The PRISMA state-
ment: A guideline for systematic re-
views and meta-analyses. Journal of 
Pediatric Health Care, 25, 1-2. 
doi:10.1016/j.pedhc.2010.09.006 

Swartz, M. (2011). Recipe sharing at the 
macro level. Journal of Pediatric Health 
Care, 25, 73-74. doi:10.1016/j.ped-
hc.2010.11.008 

Swartz, M., Craft-Rosenberg, M., &  
Pehler, S. R. (2011). Social support  
in the family. In Encyclopedia of family 
health (Vol. 2, pp. 967-969.). Thousand 
oaks, CA: Sage. 

Swartz, M. (2010). A look back at  
research synthesis. Journal 
of Pediatric Health Care, 24, 355. doi:10.
1016.j.pedhc.2010.08.004 

Swartz, M. (2010). Predictors of health-
related quality of life in asthmatic  
children. Journal of Asthma and Allergy 
Educators, 1, 100-108. doi:10.1177/ 
2150129710370702 

Swartz, M. (2010). A right to diapers. 
Journal of Pediatric Health Care, 24, 283. 
doi:10.1016/j/pedhc.2010.06.013 

Jacquelyn	Taylor

Brittain, K., Loveland-Cherry, C., Caldwell, 
C., Northhouse, L., & Taylor, J. Y. (in press). 
Socio-cultural differences and a colorec-
tal cancer screening informed decision 
among African American men and 
women. Oncology Nursing Forum.

Taylor, J. Y., Sampson, D., Taylor, A., 
Caldwell, D., & Sun, Y. (2011). Genetic and 
BMI risks for predicting blood pressure 
in three generations of West African 
Dogon women. Biological Research for 
Nursing. doi:10.1177/1099800411419026

Brittain, K., Taylor, J. Y., & Wu, C. Y. (2010). 
Family adaptability and cohesion and 
high blood pressure among urban 
African American Women. Journal for 
Nurse Practitioners, 6, 786-793. 
doi:10.1016/j.nurpra.2010.02.005

Wu, C. Y., Prosser, R. A., & Taylor, J. Y. 
(2010). Association of depressive  
symptoms and social support on blood 
pressure among urban African  
American women and girls. Journal 
of the American Academy of Nurse 
Practitioners, 22, 694-704. doi:10.1111/ 
j.1745-7599.2010.00565.x 

Robin	Whittemore

Caplan, S., Paris, M., Whittemore, R., 
Desai, M., Dixon, J., Alvidrez, J., . . . Scahill, 
L. (2011). Correlates of religious, super-
natural and psychosocial causal beliefs 
about depression among Latino immi-
grants in primary care. Mental Health, 
Religion and Culture, 14, 589-611. doi:10.1
080/13674676.2010.497810 

Grey, M., Jaser, S. S., Whittemore, R., Jeon, 
S., & Lindemann, E. (2011). Coping skills 
training for parents of children with 
type 1 diabetes: 12-month outcomes. 
Nursing Research, 60, 173-181. 
doi:10.1097/NNR.0b013e3182159c8f

Caplan, S., Alvidrez, J., Paris, M., Escobar, J. 
I., Dixon, J. K., Desai, M. M., …Scahill, L. D. 
(2010). Subjective versus objective: An 
exploratory analysis of Latino primary 
care patients with self-perceived de-
pression who do not fulfill primary care 
evaluation of mental disorders patient 
health questionnaire criteria for depres-
sion. Primary Care Companion to the 
Journal of Clinical Psychiatry, 12. 
doi:10.4088/PCC.09m00899blu

Grey, M., Whittemore, R., Jaser, S. S., 
Ambrosino, J., Lindemann, E., Liberti, L., … 
Dziura, J. (2010). Effects of coping skills 
training in school-age children with 
type 1 diabetes. Research in Nursing and 
Health, 32, 405-418. doi:10.1002/
nur.20336

Whittemore, R., Jaser, S., Guo, J., & Grey, 
M. (2010). A conceptual model of  
childhood adaptation to type 1 diabetes. 
Nursing Outlook, 58, 242-251. 
doi:10.1016/j.outlook.2010.05.001

Whittemore, R., Melkus, G. D. E., Alexan-
der, N., Zibel, S., Visone, E., Muench,  
u., … Wilborne, S. (2010). Implementa-
tion of a lifestyle program in primary 
care by nurse practitioners. Journal 
of the American Academy of Nurse 
Practitioners, 22, 684-693. doi:10.1111/j. 
1745-7599.2010.00562

Ivy	M.	Alexander

Alexander, I. M. (2011, June). The 
evidence base on hormone therapy for  
menopause-related symptoms. Lecture 
presented at the Nurse Practitioner 
Associates for Continuing Education 
(NPACE) National Primary Care  
Conference: Women’s Health and  
Elder Care, Brewster, MA. 

Alexander, I. M. (2011, June). Journal club 
author facilitator discussing Alexander, 
I. M. (2010), Emancipatory actions dis-
played by multi-ethnic women. Lecture 
presented at the San Francisco General 
Hospital Nursing Research Council,  
San Francisco, CA (attended via Skype).

Alexander, I. M. (2011, June). NP care: 
Highlighting our strengths in solving the 
healthcare crisis. Keynote speech 
presented at the Nurse Practitioner 
Associates for Continuing Education 
(NPACE) National Primary Care  
Conference: Women’s Health and Elder 
Care, Brewster, MA. 

Alexander, I. M. (2011, May). Healthcare 
of the future—highlighting our 
strengths in solving the healthcare  
crisis. Keynote speech presented at 
the Connecticut Advanced Practice 
Nurses Society (CT APRN Society),  
Westbrook, CT. 

Alexander, I. M. (2011, May). Midlife 
women’s health. Lecture presented at 
Yale HEALTH, Clinical Round Table, Yale 
university, New Haven, CT.

Alexander, I. M. (2011, May). Midlife wom-
en’s health: A focus on evidence-based 
recognition and management of meno-
pause and osteoporosis (workshop). 
Lecture presented at the Connecticut 
Advanced Practice Nurses Society (CT 
APRN Society), Westbrook, CT. 

Alexander, I. M. (2011, January). Improv-
ing the quality of life in midlife women. 
Lecture presented at the Nurse Practi-
tioner Associates for Continuing Educa-
tion (NPACE) National Primary Care 
Conference: Addressing the Challenges 
of Providing Primary Care Across the 
Lifespan, uncasville, CT. 

Alexander, I. M. (2011, January). Osteopo-
rosis: The latest guidelines recommenda-
tions. Lecture presented at the Nurse 
Practitioner Associates for Continuing 
Education (NPACE) National Primary 
Care Conference: Addressing the Chal-
lenges of Providing Primary Care Across 
the Lifespan, uncasville, CT. 

Alexander, I. M. (2010, october). Meno-
pause 2010: What’s new and what 
works? Invited lecture presented at the 
New York State Convention of the  
Nurse Practitioner Association, Bolton 
Landing, NY. 

Pace, D. R., & Alexander, I. M. (2010,  
october). Advanced practice nurses in 
menopause practice. Lecture presented 
at the North American Menopause 
Society, Chicago, IL. 

Dena	Schulman-Green

Nguyen, S., von Kohorn, I., Schulman-
Green, D., & Colson, E. (in press). The 
importance of social networks on 
smoking: Perspectives of women  
who quit smoking during pregnancy. 
Maternal and Child Health.

Schulman-Green, D., Bradley, E. H.,  
Nicholson, N. R., George, E., Indeck, A., & 
McCorkle, R. (in press). Managing “one 
step at a time”: Self-management and 
transitions among women with ovarian 
cancer. Oncology Nursing Forum.

von Kohorn, I., Nguyen, S., Schulman-
Green, D., & Colson, E. (in press).  
A qualitative study of postpartum 
mothers’ intention to smoke. Birth. 

McCorkle, R., Ercolano, E., Lazenby, M., 
Schulman-Green, D., Schilling, L. S., Lorig, 
K., & Wagner, E. H. (2011). Self-manage-
ment: Enabling and empowering  
patients living with cancer as a chronic 
illness. CA: A Cancer Journal for Clini-
cians, 61, 50-62. doi:10.3322/caac.20093

Schulman-Green, D., Bradley, E.H., Knobf, 
M. T., Prigerson, H., DiGiovanna, M., & 
McCorkle, R. (2011). Self-management 
and transitions in women with ad-
vanced breast cancer. Journal of Pain 
and Symptom Management, 42, 517-525. 
doi: 10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2010.12.007

Schulman-Green, D., Cherlin, E., Pace, K. 
B., Hennessy, M., Crocker, P. A., & Bradley, 
E. H. (2011). Experiences of participants 
in a collaborative to develop perfor-
mance measures for hospice care. Joint 
Commission, Journal on Quality  
and Patient Safety/Joint Commission 
Resources, 37(1), 38-44. 

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., 
LaCoursiere, S., Ma, T., Lazenby, M., & 
McCorkle, R. (2011). Developing and 
testing a web-based survey to assess 
educational needs of palliative and 
end-of-life health care professionals in 
Connecticut. American Journal of Hos-
pice and Palliative Medicine, 28, 219-229. 
doi: 10.1177/1049909110385219

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Lazen-
by, M., & McCorkle, R. (2011). Developing 
and testing a web-based survey to 
assess educational needs of multidisci-
plinary palliative and end-of-life health-
care professionals (318-B). Journal of 
Pain and Symptom Management, 41, 
202-203. doi:10.1177/1049909110385219

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Mc-
Corkle, R., Bradley, E., Prigerson, H., Knobf, 
M. T., & Dixon, J. (2010). Initial develop-
ment and content validation of the 
knowledge of care options (KoCo) 
instrument (744). Journal of Pain and 
Symptom Management, 39, 446. 
doi:10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2009.11.225
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scholarship faculty presentations 2010–2011

Patricia	Jackson	Allen

Allen, P. J. (2011, March). Maternal depres-
sion: Implications for asthma manage-
ment in children. Poster presented at 
the National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP) Confer-
ence, Baltimore, MD.

Allen, P. J. (2011, March). Have you diag-
nosed celiac disease recently? Atypical 
presentations of celiac disease in chil-
dren. Poster presented at the National 
Association of Pediatric Nurse  
Practitioners (NAPNAP) Conference, 
Baltimore, MD.

Allen, P. J., & Meadows-oliver, M. (2011, 
March). Healthy People 2020: Our guide 
to the next decade’s health priorities. 
Paper presented at the National Asso-
ciation of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners 
(NAPNAP) Conference, Baltimore, MD.

Allen, P. J. (2011, January). Clinical pearls 
for diagnosing and managing celiac 
disease in children and adolescents. 
Paper presented at the Nurse Practitio-
ner Associates for Continuing Educa-
tion, National Primary Care Conference, 
uncasville, CT.

Allen, P. J. (2010, october). Mental health 
surveillance and screening in pediatric 
primary care practice. Paper presented 
at the Connecticut NAPNAP Conference, 
New Haven, CT.

Allen, P. J. (2010, october). Have you 
diagnosed celiac disease recently? Atypi-
cal presentations of celiac disease in 
children. Poster presented at the Euro-
pean Academy of Paediatric Societies, 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Allen, P. J. (2010, october). A hierarchical 
framework for care of children with 
special health care needs. Poster 
presented at the European Academy  
of Paediatric Societies, Copenhagen,  
Denmark.

Allen, P. J. (2010, october). Integrating 
traditional Chinese medicine into  
primary care practice. Poster presented 
at the European Academy of Paediatric 
Societies, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Allen, P. J. (2010, october). Maternal 
depression: Implications for asthma 
management in children. Poster 
presented at the European Academy  
of Paediatric Societies, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

Allen, P. J. (2010, August). Employment 
characteristics of recent PNP graduates 
in the USA: An additional workforce for 
the health care of children. Poster pre-
sented at the International Pediatric 
Association Congress, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 

Allen, P. J. (2010, August). Have you diag-
nosed celiac disease recently? Atypical 
presentations of celiac disease in chil-
dren. Poster presented at the Interna-
tional Pediatric Association Congress, 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Laura	Kierol	Andrews

Redeker, N. S., Andrews, L., Cline, J., Pacel-
li, J., Coviello, J., Fennie, K., & Mohsenin, V. 
(2011, March). Cognitive behavioral ther-
apy for insomnia in stable heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the Eastern Nurs-
ing Research Society (ENRS) Scientific 
Sessions, Philadelphia, PA. 

Andrews, L., Redeker, N. S., Coviello, J., 
Hurley, E., & Rose, L. (2010, September). 
Perceptions and self-management of 
insomnia in people with heart failure. 
Poster presented at the State of the 
Science Congress on Nursing Research, 
Washington, DC.

Nancy	Cantey	Banasiak

Banasiak, N. (2011, March). Financial 101 
for the chapter treasurer. Lecture pre-
sented at the National Association of 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP) 
Conference, Baltimore, MD.

Banasiak, N., & Meadows-oliver, M. 
(2011, March). Readability of asthma web 
sites. Poster presented at the National 
Association of Pediatric Nurse  
Practitioners (NAPNAP) Conference, 
Baltimore, MD.

Angelina	Chambers

Chambers, A. N. (2011, January). Impact 
of prison policies on incarcerated  
mothers: Parenting, reunification, and 
recidivism. Lecture presented at the 
Research in Midwifery (RIM) Confer-
ence, Yale university School of Nursing, 
New Haven, CT.

Chambers, A. N. (2011, January). Impact 
of prison policies on incarcerated  
mothers: Parenting, reunification, and 
recidivism. Lecture presented at the 
university of Texas Health Science  
Center at Houston School of Nursing, 
Houston, TX. 

Jessica	Coviello

Redeker, N. S., Andrews, L., Cline, J., Pacel-
li, J., Coviello, J., Fennie, K., & Mohsenin, V. 
(2011, March). Cognitive behavioral ther-
apy for insomnia in stable heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the Eastern Nurs-
ing Research Society (ENRS) Scientific 
Sessions, Philadelphia, PA. 

Andrews, L., Redeker, N. S., Coviello, J., 
Hurley, E., & Rose, L. (2010, September). 
Perceptions and self-management of 
insomnia in people with heart failure. 
Poster presented at the State of the 
Science Congress on Nursing Research, 
Washington, DC.

Angela	Crowley

Crowley, A. A., Kotch, J., Alkon, A., & Nee-
lon, S. B. (2011, May). NAP SACC interven-
tion: Changes in nutrition and physical 
activity in child care. Lecture presented 
at the National Smart Start Conference, 
Greensboro, NC.

Crowley, A. A., Rosenthal, M. S., Meyers, J., 
& Whitney, G. (2011, May).  Improving 
child and family health through child 
care health consultation, targeted re-
search and dissemination to change 
state child care policy. Poster presented 
at the Pediatric Academic Society, Den-
ver, Co.

Crowley, A. A., Alkon, A., Neelon, S. B., & 
Kotch, J. (2011, March).  NAP SACC: 
Changes in nutrition and physical  
activity in child care. Poster presented 
at the National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)  
Conference, Baltimore, MD.

Crowley, A. A., & Rosenthal, M. S. (2010, 
November). Health and safety in
Connecticut’s early care and education 
programs: Using state data to advance 
policy. Lecture presented at the Edward 
Zigler Center in Child Development  
and Social Policy, Yale university,  
New Haven, CT. 

Crowley, A. A., & Rosenthal, M. S. (2010, 
November). Medication administration 
risks in child care programs: An analysis 
of licensing specialists’ reports of unan-
nounced inspections. Lecture presented 
at the Congress for the Advancement of 
Nursing Science, Washington, DC.

Crowley, A. A., & Rosenthal, M. S. (2010, 
November). Monitoring child care 
health and safety: Analysis of DPH child 
care licensing specialists’ reports of  
unannounced inspections. Lecture 
presented at the National Association 
of Regulatory Administration  
Conference, Cincinnati, oH.

Crowley, A. A., & Rosenthal, M. S. (2010, 
September). Ensuring health and safety 
in Connecticut early care and education 
programs: Analysis of DPH child care 
licensing specialists’ reports of unan-
nounced inspections. Lecture presented 
at the Child Health and Development 
Institute of CT, Inc. Board Meeting, New 
Haven, CT.

Jane	Karpe	Dixon

Dixon, J. K., Dixon, J. P., & Mitchell, M. 
(2010, November). Use of the integrative 
model for environmental health for 
focusing community engagement with 
local environmental conditions and 
people’s response to these conditions. 
Paper presented at the National Confer-
ence on the Toxic Release Inventory  
and Environmental Conditions in  
Communities, Washington DC.

Kashyap, N. M., Dixon, J., Michel, G., 
Brandt, C., & Shiffman, R. N. (2010, No-
vember). Use of the eGLIA: The electronic 
guideline implementability appraisal. 
Poster presented at the American  
Medical Informatics Association,  
Washington, DC. 

Knafl, K., Deatrick, J., Gallo, A., Dixon, J., & 
Grey, M. (2010, September). Patterns 
of family response to a child’s chronic 
condition. Paper presented at the 
Council for Advancement of Nursing 
Science State of the Science Conference 
on Nursing Research, Washington DC. 

Elizabeth	Ercolano

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Lazen-
by, M., & McCorkle, R. (2011, February). 
Developing and testing a web-based 
survey to assess educational needs of 
multidisciplinary palliative and end- 
of-life health care professionals. Lecture 
presented at the American Academy  
of Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
Hospice and Palliative Nurses’ Associa-
tion, Vancouver, Canada.

Marjorie	Funk

Funk, M. (2011, May). As healthcare t
echnology advances: Benefits and risks. 
Distinguished Research Lecture  
presented at the National Teaching 
Institute of the American Association  
of Critical-Care Nurses, Chicago, IL.

Funk, M. (2011, May). As healthcare 
technology advances: Benefits and risks. 
Lecture presented at the Nursing  
Endowed Lectureship, university of 
ottawa Heart Institute, ottawa,  
ontario, Canada.

Funk, M., Winkler, C. G., Stephens, K., 
May, J. L., Fennie, K. P., Rose, L., & Drew, B. 
J. (2011, May). An interactive online edu-
cation program improves nurses’ knowl-
edge of ECG monitoring: Early findings 
of the PULSE trial. Poster and lecture 
presented at the National Teaching 
Institute of the American Association  
of Critical-Care Nurses, Chicago, IL.

Hazlewood, E., Liu, J., Dunn, A., Elhattab, 
R., McGlothlin, M., Desouky, H., & Funk, 
M. (2011, May). Improving accuracy of 
lead placement. Poster presented at the 
National Teaching Institute of the 
American Association of Critical-Care 
Nurses, Chicago, IL.

Stephens, K. E., Funk, M., Fennie, K. P., 
May, J. L., Herak, A., Makar, E. V., & Drew, 
B. J. (2011, May). Administrative data 
can be used to decrease medical record 
review burden while maintaining high 
sensitivity when assessing complex 
cardiac outcomes in hospitalized  
patients. Poster presented at the Quality 
of Care and outcomes Research  
in Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke 
Scientific Sessions, Washington, DC.

Wichterman, H., Sandau, K. E., Stephens, 
K., Drew, B., Winkler, C., May, J., & Funk, 
M. (2011, May). Minute coaching: Using 
evidence to act on education opportuni-
ties in electrocardiographic monitoring 
skills. Poster presented at the National 
Teaching Institute of the American 
Association of Critical-Care Nurses, 
Chicago, IL.

Funk, M. (2011, April). As healthcare 
technology advances: Benefits and  
risks. Lecture presented at the Cardiac 
Nursing Visiting Scholar Program,  
Massachusetts General Hospital,  
Boston, MA.

Funk, M. (2011, April). Lessons from using 
online education in the PULSE trial. 
Lecture presented at the Practice Com-
mittee and Clinical Scholars, Massachu-
setts General Hospital, Boston, MA.

YNM Fall 2011#2 R4.indd   21 11/3/11   1:43 PM



22   YALE NURSING MATTERS   VoLuME 12  NuMBER 1

scholarship faculty presentations

Margaret	Grey

Jaser, S. S., Dumser, S., Liberti, L., Pham, 
H., Hunter, N., Homan, J., … the TeenCope 
Research Group (2011, April). Seasonal 
trends in depressive symptoms in adoles-
cents with type 1 diabetes. Poster pre-
sented at the Society for Behavioral 
Medicine, Washington, DC.

Whittemore, R., & Grey, M. (2011, April). 
Development of an obesity prevention 
program for teenagers. Lecture present-
ed at the International Symposium of 
Nursing Intervention Research, Montre-
al, Canada. 

Grey, M. (2010, october). Reaching teens 
with type 1 diabetes. Endowed Harriet 
McKay lecture presented at the Joslin 
Diabetes Center, Boston, MA. 

Grey, M. (2010, September). Advancing 
clinical research: From efficacy to trans-
lation. Keynote lecture presented at the 
Achieving Excellence in Clinical Re-
search Conference, oak Brook, IL. 

Grey, M. (2010, September). Keys to suc-
cessful intervention research: Interven-
tion fidelity and other considerations. 
Lecture presented at the Achieving 
Excellence in Clinical Research Confer-
ence, oak Brook, IL. 

Knafl, K., Deatrick, J., Gallo, A., Dixon, J., & 
Grey, M. (2010, September). Patterns 
of family response to a child’s chronic 
condition. Paper presented at the Coun-
cil for Advancement of Nursing Science 
State of the Science Conference on 
Nursing Research, Washington, DC.

Jaser, S. S., & Grey, M. (2010, August). 
Depression, anxiety, and observed par-
enting in mothers of adolescents with 
type 1 diabetes. Lecture presented at the 
International Congress of Behavioral 
Medicine, Washington, DC.

Barbara	J.	Guthrie

Guthrie, B. J. (2011, April). Legends from 
yesterday, today and tomorrow: Public 
health nursing in the 21st century. Panel 
discussion and lecture presented at the 
State of Connecticut Department of 
Public Health, West Haven, CT. 

Guthrie, B. J. (2011, March). Removing 
the cloak of invisibility: Addressing  
incarcerated women’s unique healthcare 
needs. Lecture presented at the 
Consultation Center, Community-Based 
Prevention and Youth Development, 
New Haven, CT. 

Guthrie, B. J. (2010, october). A multifac-
eted approach to diversity and health 
justice in an unequal world. Lecture 
presented at Columbia university,  
New York, NY.

Guthrie, B. J. (2010, october). From 
health disparities to health equity inter-
ventions: The time has come. Davis-Sams 
Distinguished Visiting Professorship 
Lecture presented at Indiana university 
School of Nursing, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Guthrie, B. J. (2010, october). Reflections, 
transformations and dreams.  
Davis-Sams Distinguished Visiting 
Professorship Lecture presented at 
Indiana university School of Nursing, 
Indianapolis, IN.

Guthrie, B. J. (2010, July). Keeping the 
dream alive: The Josiah Macy’s Yale  
Howard Interdisciplinary Health  
Scholar’s Program. Panel discussion 
presented at the Health and Human 
Services Advisory Committee on  
Minority Health, Washington, DC.

Joanne	DeSanto	Iennaco	

Iennaco, J. D. (2011, May). Effects of 
aggression exposure on worker health 
outcomes in the inpatient psychiatric 
setting. Paper presented at the Work, 
Stress & Health Conference: Work and 
Well-Being in an Economic Context, 
orlando, FL.

Iennaco, J. D. (2011, April). A comparison 
of worker aggression exposure measure-
ment methods. Poster presented at the 
Clinical and Translational Research and 
Education Meeting: ACRT/AFMR/SCTS 
Meeting, Washington, DC.

Iennaco, J. D., & Williams, E. (2010, octo-
ber). Assessment of non-suicidal self 
injury. Paper presented at the Connecti-
cut Association of School Based Health 
Centers Conference, New Haven, CT. 

Iennaco, J. D. (2010, September). Effects 
of gender on the relationship between 
job strain and depression. Paper present-
ed at the State of the Science Congress 
on Nursing Research, Council for the 
Advancement of Nursing Science, 
Washington, DC.

Sarah	Jaser

Jaser, S. S. (2011, April). Coping in mothers 
of adolescents with type 1 diabetes. 
Poster presented at the Society for 
Behavioral Medicine, Washington, DC. 

Jaser, S. S., Dumser, S., Liberti, L., Pham, 
H., Hunter, N., Homan, J., … the TeenCope 
Research Group (2011, April). Seasonal 
trends in depressive symptoms in adoles-
cents with type 1 diabetes. Poster 
presented at the Society for Behavioral 
Medicine, Washington, DC.

Jaser, S. S. (2011, February). Observed 
parenting in mothers of adolescents 
with type 1 diabetes. Lecture presented 
at the Yale Center for Clinical  
Investigation Research in Progress,  
New Haven, CT.

Jaser, S. S. (2010, December). Diabetes 
and depression in adolescents. 
Audio podcast presented in  
DiabetesInsight. Available at http://
www.audio-digest.org/

Jaser, S. S., & Grey, M. (2010, August). 
Depression, anxiety, and observed par-
enting in mothers of adolescents with 
type 1 diabetes. Lecture presented at the 
International Congress of Behavioral 
Medicine, Washington, DC.

Sangchoon	Jeon

Redeker, N. S., Jeon, S., Rapoport, D. M., & 
Walsleben, J. (2011, March). Type II 
diabetes contributes to sleep disorders in 
patients with stable heart failure. Lec-
ture presented at the Eastern Nursing 
Research Society (ENRS) Scientific  
Sessions, Philadelphia, PA.

Redeker, N. S., Jeon, S., Campbell, D., 
Walsleben, J., & Rapoport, D. M.  
(2010, September). Symptoms mediate 
sleep and function in heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the State of the 
Science Congress on Nursing Research, 
Washington, DC. 

Holly	Powell	Kennedy

Kennedy, H. P. (2010, December). Negoti-
ating normal birth: Successes and  
challenges in the US and UK. Lecture 
presented at Grand Rounds,  
Department of obstetrics, university 
of Rochester, Rochester, NY. 

Kurth, E., Spichiger, E., Kennedy, H.P., & 
Zemp, E. (2010, November). Evidence-
based practice: Was bringt die Zukunft? 
Poster presented at the Schreinde Ba-
bys, müde Mütter: bein Start als Fami-
lie? Fachtagung für Gesundheitsberufe.

Kennedy, H. P. (2010, october). Midwife-
ry-led care: Evidence and practice for  
the normalization of childbirth. Lecture 
presented at the university of Basel, 
Institute of Nursing, Basel, Switzerland.

Kennedy, H. P. (2010, october). Successes 
and challenges of normalizing birth in 
the US and UK. Lecture presented at the 
university of Zurich, Switzerland.

Kennedy, H. P. (2010, September). Where 
do we go from here? Closing speaker 
at the American Association of Birth 
Centers Annual Meeting, Denver, Co.

Novick, G., Sadler, L., Cohen, S., Kennedy, 
H. P. , Groce, N., & Knafl, K. (2010, Sep-
tember). Group prenatal care. Abstract 
presented at the Council for the Ad-
vancement of Nursing Science, State of 
the Science Meeting, Washington, DC.

Kennedy, H. P. (2010, July). Preserving and 
promoting normal birth: What works, 
what doesn’t. Plenary speaker at the 
Annual Research Conference on Normal 
Birth, Vancouver, BC, Canada.

M.	Tish	Knobf

Knobf, M. T. (2011, April). Building a 
foundation for health: A community 
based intervention. Lecture presented 
at the Society of Behavioral Medicine, 
Washington, DC.

Funk, M. (2011, April). Optimizing ECG 
monitoring. Lecture presented at the 
Cardiac Nursing Visiting Scholar  
Program, Massachusetts General  
Hospital, Boston, MA.

Funk, M. (2011, April). Using the Internet 
for data collection and intervention. 
Lecture presented at the Doctoral  
Forum, Massachusetts General  
Hospital, Boston, MA.

Jahrsdoerfer, M. L., Sangkachand, P., 
Sarosario, B., & Funk, M. (2011, April). 
ST-map electrocardiographic (ECG) soft-
ware improves nurses’ use of and atti-
tude toward ischemia monitoring and 
the quality of patient care. Poster pre-
sented at the Spring Meeting on Car-
diovascular Nursing of the European 
Society of Cardiology, Brussels, Belgium.

Funk, M. (2011, March). I am a nurse who 
does research . . . how did that happen? 
Lecture presented at the Yale-New 
Haven Hospital Nursing Research  
Conference, New Haven, CT.

Hoffer, L., & Funk, M. (2011, March). Inad-
vertent hypothermia and thermal dis-
comfort in adult patients undergoing 
interventional radiology procedures with 
moderate sedation/analgesia. Lecture 
and poster presented at the Association 
for Radiologic and Imaging Nurses 
Convention, Chicago, IL.

Lever, N. M., Nystrom, K. V., Schindler, J. L., 
Wira, C. R., Halliday, J. R., Werdiger, N. S., 
& Funk, M. (2011, February). Missed 
opportunities for recognition of ischemic 
stroke in the emergency department. 
Lecture presented at the State-of-the-
Art Stroke Nursing Symposium,  
International Stroke Conference,  
Los Angeles, CA.

Hanna, E. B., Alexander, K. P., Chen, A. Y., 
Roe, M. T., Funk, M., Ho, P. M., & Saucedo, 
J. F. (2010, November). In-hospital out-
comes of anemic patients presenting 
with non-ST elevation myocardial  
infarction and undergoing an invasive 
strategy. Poster presented at the 
American Heart Association Scientific 
Sessions, Chicago, IL.

Lopes, R. D., Li, L., Granger, C. B., Wang, T. 
Y., Foody, J. M., Funk, M., & Alexander, K. P. 
(2010, November). Discharge warfarin 
is underused in high risk atrial fibrillation 
patients with myocardial infarction. 
Poster presented at the American  
Heart Association Scientific Sessions, 
Chicago, IL.

Funk, M. (2010, october). The PULSE 
trial: Improving ECG monitoring in  
hospitals. Lecture presented at the Yale 
university School of Nursing Reunion, 
New Haven, CT.

YNM Fall 2011#2 R4.indd   22 11/3/11   1:43 PM



VoLuME 12  NuMBER 1    YALE NURSING MATTERS   23

scholarship faculty presentations

Knobf, M. T. (2011, April). Exercise as a 
targeted therapy: What is the target? 
Lecture presented at Grand Rounds, Yale 
Cancer Center, New Haven, CT.

Knobf, M. T. (2011, March). Qualitative 
research methods in nursing. Lecture 
presented at the Yale-New Haven Hos-
pital Annual Research Conference, New 
Haven, CT.

Knobf, M. T. (2010, July). Weight, body 
composition and physical activity in 
breast cancer survivors. Lecture present-
ed at Yale Cancer Center, university 
College of London Retreat, London, uK. 

Schulman-Green, D., Bradley, E. H., Di-
Giovanna, M., Knobf, M. T., Prigerson, H., 
& McCorkle, R. (2010, october). Self-
management and transitions in pallia-
tive care. Poster presented at the Inter-
national Congress on Palliative Care, 
Montreal, Canada.

James	Mark	Lazenby

Lazenby, J. M. (2011, June). Enabling and 
empowering patients living with cancer 
as a chronic illness. Lecture presented at 
the Hong Kong International Nursing 
Forum, Hong Kong.

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Lazen-
by, M., & McCorkle, R. (2011, February). 
Developing and testing a web-based 
survey to assess educational needs of 
multidisciplinary palliative and end-of-
life health care professionals. Lecture 
presented at the American Academy of 
Hospice and Palliative Medicine Hos-
pice and Palliative Nurses’ Association, 
Vancouver, Canada.

Lazenby, J. M. (2010, July). Toward a nurs-
ing philosophy of presence. Paper pre-
sented at a meeting of the scholars-in-
residence of the Hastings Center for 
Bioethics, Garrison, NY.

Geraldine	Marrocco

Marrocco, G. (2011, May). Lovers of the 
soul. Keynote address presented at 
Annual Nurses Day, Connecticut Hos-
pice, Branford, CT. 

Marrocco, G., Hofmann, J., & McGibbon, 
M. (2011, February). Transformational 
learning in gradate nurses. Abstract 
submitted at Royal College of Nursing, 
London, uK. 

Marrocco, G., Hofmann, J., McGibbon, M. 
(2010, December). Transformational 
learning and the lived experience of 
graduate nurses. Breakout session lec-
ture presented at the Global Alliance for 
Leadership in Nursing Education and 
Science (GANES), GANES Conference, 
Washington, DC. 

Marrocco, G. (2010, September). Family 
reflections. Lecture presented at the 
Annual Memorial Service, Connecticut 
Hospice, Branford, CT. 

Ruth	McCorkle

McCorkle, R. (2011, May). Outcomes asso-
ciated with an APN intervention after 
surgery: What makes a difference? Lec-
ture presented at the Celebration for 
Nurses Week, Bridgeport Hospital, 
Bridgeport, CT.

McCorkle, R. (2011, March). APRN and PA 
practice model development initiative. 
Lecture presented at the Council at the 
Comprehensive Cancer Centers, New 
Haven, CT.

McCorkle, R. (2011, February). Developing 
effective partnerships to implement 
recommendations of institute of medi-
cine report: Cancer care for the whole 
patient: Meeting psychosocial health 
needs. Lecture presented at the Ameri-
can Psychosocial oncology Society, Los 
Angeles, CA.

McCorkle, R. (2011, February). Holland 
leadership lectureship. Lecture present-
ed at the American Psychosocial oncol-
ogy Society, Los Angeles, CA.

McCorkle, R. (2011, February). Issues 
related to older adult patients and care-
givers. Symposium Report presented at 
the American Association of Cancer 
Research Workshop on Survivorship, 
American Psychosocial oncology Soci-
ety, Los Angeles, CA.

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Lazen-
by, M., & McCorkle, R. (2011, February). 
Developing and testing a web-based 
survey to assess educational needs of 
multidisciplinary palliative and end-of-
life health care professionals. Lecture 
presented at the American Academy of 
Hospice and Palliative Medicine Hos-
pice and Palliative Nurses’ Association, 
Vancouver, Canada.

McCorkle, R. (2011, April). Patient advo-
cacy and access. Lecture presented at 
Global Health and the Arts 2011: under-
standing and Tackling Cancer in the 21st 
Century, New Haven, CT.

McCorkle, R. (2010, November). Cancer 
as a chronic illness. Lecture presented at 
the American Society for Radiation 
oncology (ASTRo), San Diego, CA. 

McCorkle, R. (2010, october). Outcomes 
associated with an APN intervention 
after surgery: What makes a difference? 
Lecture presented at the City of Hope 
National Medical Center, Duarte, CA.

Schulman-Green, D., Bradley, E. H., Di-
Giovanna, M., Knobf, M. T., Prigerson, H., 
& McCorkle, R. (2010, october). Self-
management and transitions in pallia-
tive care. Poster presented at the Inter-
national Congress on Palliative Care, 
Montreal, Canada.

Mikki	Meadows-Oliver

Banasiak, N., & Meadows-oliver, M. 
(2011, March). Readability of asthma web 
sites. Poster presented at the National 
Association of Pediatric Nurse  
Practitioners (NAPNAP) Conference, 
Baltimore, MD.

Jackson Allen, P., & Meadows-oliver, M. 
(2011, March). Healthy People 2020: 
Our guide to the next decade’s health 
priorities. Lecture presented at the 
National Association of Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioners (NAPNAP) Conference, 
Baltimore, MD.

Meadows-oliver, M., & Ryan-Krause, P. 
(2010, December). Nurse practitioner 
student clinical experiences in an  
international setting. Lecture presented 
at the Global Alliance for Nursing  
Education and Scholarship (GANES), 
Arlington, VA.

Meadows-oliver, M., & Ryan-Krause, P. 
(2010, December). Preparing nursing 
students for short-term study abroad 
experiences. Poster presented at the 
Global Alliance for Nursing Education 
and Scholarship (GANES), Arlington, VA. 

Mary	D.	Moller

Moller, M. D. (2011, June). “I’m so nervous, 
you’ve got to help”: Update on diagnosis 
and treatment of anxiety disorders in 
primary care. Lecture presented at the 
American Academy of Nurse Practitio-
ners, Las Vegas, NV.

Moller, M. D. (2011, June). Recovery 
and adherence: Illness cognition from 
anosognosia to adjustment. Keynote 
address presented at the Clinical  
Psychopharmacology Institute,  
American Psychiatric Nurses Associa-
tion, Washington, DC.

Moller, M. D. (2011, June). Those pesky 
personality disorders: Getting to the 
heart of the matter. Lecture presented 
at the American Academy of  
Nurse Practitioners, Las Vegas, NV.

Moller, M. D. (2011, June). Up the down 
staircase: Diagnosing and managing the 
bipolar spectrum disorders. Lecture 
presented at the American Academy of 
Nurse Practitioners, Las Vegas, NV.

Moller, M. D. (2011, May). The MAPP re-
covery model: Milestones of adjustment 
post-psychosis. Research lecture pre-
sented at Grand Rounds, New York-Pres-
byterian Hospital, Westchester, NY.

Moller, M. D. (2011, May). Taking the 
trauma out of traumatic: Wellness out-
comes of group psychoeducation for 
trauma recovery. Keynote address pre-
sented at the New England Chapter of 
the American Psychiatric Nurses Asso-
ciation, Nashua, NH.

Moller, M. D. (2011, April). The MAPP 
recovery model: Milestones of adjust-
ment post-psychosis research. Keynote 
address presented at the Nebraska 
Chapter of the American Psychiatric 
Nurses Association, omaha, NE.

Moller, M. D. (2011, April). The MAPP 
recovery model: Milestones of adjust-
ment post-psychosis. Keynote address 
presented at the South Dakota Chapter 
of the American Psychiatric Nurses 
Association, Sioux Falls, SD.

Moller, M. D. (2011, March). From the 
couch to the bus depot to the mall to 
work: The MAPP recovery model. Lecture 
presented at the Georgia Advanced 
Practice Psychiatric Nurses Association, 
Atlanta, GA.

Moller, M. D. (2011, February). The MAPP 
recovery model: Milestones of adjust-
ment post-psychosis. Research lecture 
presented at the university of Nebraska 
College of Nursing, omaha, NE.

Moller, M. D. (2010, october). The MAPP 
recovery model: Milestones of adjust-
ment post-psychosis. research. Lecture 
presented at Grand Rounds, Hallbrooke 
Psychiatric Hospital, Westport, CT.

Moller, M. D. (2010, october). Psychiatric 
nurses: Champions of advocacy. Keynote 
address presented at the American 
Psychiatric Nurses Association, Louis-
ville, KY. 

Alison	Moriarty	Daley

Moriarty Daley, A., & Rand, C. (2011, 
April). Teens, tweens, parents and vac-
cines: Applying research to enhance 
professional/family dialogues. Webcast 
presented for the university of Roches-
ter, Rochester, NY. 

Moriarty Daley, A. (2011, March). Sex ed 
for PNPs! Podium lecture presented at 
the National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP), Balti-
more, MD. 

Margaret	Moss

Moss, M. P. (2011, June). Aging and place- 
American Indian eldercare issues. Lecture 
presented at the Native Health Re-
search Conference, Niagara, NY.

Moss, M. P. (2011, June). American Indian 
health disparities—As a matter of poli-
cy? Paper presented at the Disparities in 
Health in the Global Context Summer 
Workshop, Houston, TX.

Moss, M. P. (2011, May). Policy issues in 
health care of aging Americans Indians. 
Keynote presented at the Exemplars of 
Scholarly Practice Research Day, uCLA 
School of Nursing, Los Angeles, CA. 
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Pellico, L. (2010, october). Have bones 
will travel. Lecture presented at 
Bicentennial Community Day, Yale 
School of Medicine, New Haven, CT.

Pellico, L. (2010, october). Looking isn’t 
seeing and listening isn’t hearing:  
Integrating both the art and the science. 
Lecture presented at the Conference  
on Professional Nursing Education and 
Development, Baltimore, MD.

Pellico, L. (2010, october). Writing 
your story. Lecture presented at Water-
bury Hospital School of Nursing,  
Waterbury, CT. 

Nancy	S.	Redeker

Caldwell, B. C., & Redeker, N. S. (2011, 
March). Psychological status, stress and 
sleep in minority preschool children. 
Lecture presented at the Eastern Nurs-
ing Research Society (ENRS) Scientific 
Sessions, Philadelphia, PA. 

Redeker, N. S. (2011, May). Following the 
yellow brick road: Description to transla-
tion in nursing science. Keynote speech 
presented at SuNY Downstate Medical 
Center Research Day, Brooklyn, NY. 

Redeker, N. S. (2011, May). Sleep and sleep 
disorders in patients with heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the National Insti-
tute of Nursing Research, Bethesda, MD. 

Redeker, N. S. (2011, March). Sleep and 
sleep disorders in special populations. 
oral presentation given at the Eastern 
Nursing Research Society (ENRS)  
Scientific Sessions, Philadelphia, PA. 

Redeker, N. S., Andrews, L., Cline, J., Pacel-
li, J., Coviello, J., Fennie, K., & Mohsenin, V. 
(2011, March). Cognitive behavioral 
therapy for insomnia in stable heart 
failure. Lecture presented at the Eastern 
Nursing Research Society (ENRS)  
Scientific Sessions, Philadelphia, PA. 

Redeker, N. S., Jeon, S., Rapoport, D. M.,  
& Walsleben, J. (2011, March). Type II 
diabetes contributes to sleep disorders  
in patients with stable heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the Eastern Nurs-
ing Research Society (ENRS) Scientific 
Sessions, Philadelphia, PA.

Andrews, L., Redeker, N. S., Coviello, J., 
Hurley, E., & Rose, L. (2010, September). 
Perceptions and self-management of 
insomnia in people with heart failure. 
Poster presented at the State of the 
Science Congress on Nursing Research, 
Washington, DC. 

Redeker, N. S., Jeon, S., Campbell, D., 
Walsleben, J., & Rapoport, D. M. (2010, 
September). Symptoms mediate 
sleep and function in heart failure. 
Lecture presented at the State of  
the Science Congress on Nursing  
Research, Washington, DC. 

Swartz, M., Redeker, N. S., & Bridger, L. 
(2010, September). Building a PBRN-
CTSA collaboration. Lecture presented 
at the Council for the Advancement 
of Nursing Science Scientific Sessions, 
Washington, DC. 

Nancy	R.	Reynolds

Erlen, J., Tamres, L., Reynolds, N. R., Golin, 
C. E., Schneiderman, N., Rosen, M.,  
Remien, R., Banderas, J., Bangsberg, D., & 
Liu, H. (2011, May). Assessment of usual 
care in Mach14. Participated in the 
MACH14 Group at the International 
Conference on HIV Treatment and  
Prevention Adherence, Miami, FL.

Simoni, J., Goggin, K., Reynolds, N. R., et 
al. (2011, May). Is race/ethnicity associ-
ated with ART adherence? Findings from 
the MACH14 study, international AIDS. 
Lecture presented at the International 
Conference on HIV Treatment and  
Prevention Adherence, Miami, FL. 

Reynolds, N. R., & Nanyonga, R. (2011, 
April). Prevention and management of 
chronic illness: Lessons learned from the 
global HIV epidemic. Lecture presented 
at Health Psychology, Yale university, 
New Haven, CT.

Reynolds, N. R. (2011, March). The role of 
community in self-care management. 
Lecture presented at the International 
Conference on Prevention and Manage-
ment of Chronic Conditions, Bangkok, 
Thailand.

Reynolds, N. R. (2010, october). Nursing 
education in the United States. 
Lecture presented at Kunming Medical 
university, Kunming, China.

Reynolds, N. R. (2010, September). Invest-
ing in the future of India with innova-
tions in models of health care. Lecture 
presented at the IIAN President’s Coun-
cil on International Activities Annual 
Meeting, Yale university, New Haven, CT.

Patricia	Ryan-Krause

Ryan-Krause, P. (2011, April). Children’s 
figure drawings: assessment across  
cultures. Poster presented at unite for 
Sight Global Health and Innovation 
Conference, New Haven, CT.

Ryan-Krause, P. (2011, March). A-B-Cs of 
autism intervention. Poster presented 
at the National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP) Confer-
ence, Baltimore, MD.

Meadows-oliver, M., & Ryan-Krause, P. 
(2010, December). Nurse practitioner 
student clinical experiences in an  
international setting. Lecture presented 
at the Global Alliance for Nursing  
Education and Scholarship (GANES), 
Arlington, VA.

Meadows-oliver, M., & Ryan-Krause, P. 
(2010, December). Preparing nursing 
students for short-term study abroad 
experiences. Poster presented at the 
Global Alliance for Nursing Education 
and Scholarship (GANES), Arlington, VA.

Ryan-Krause, P. (2010, october).  
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder  
in adolescence. Lecture presented 
at the Annual CT NAPNAP Conference, 
New Haven, CT.

Ryan-Krause, P. (2010, August). Comple-
mentary and alternative treatments in 
autism. Poster presented at the Interna-
tional Pediatric Congress Conference, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Lois	S.	Sadler

ordway, M., & Sadler, L. S. (2011, March). 
Parental reflective functioning: A concept 
analysis. Abstracts presented at the 
Eastern Nursing Research Society,  
Philadelphia, PA.

Sadler, L. (2011, March). Community-
based research approaches and exem-
plar study. Plenary speech presented at 
the American Academy of Health  
Behavior, Hilton Head, SC.

Sadler, L., & Slade, A. (2010, october). 
Mentalization-based programs with 
infants and young children: Minding the 
baby. Lecture presented at Mentaliza-
tion Based Interventions for Children, 
Young People and Their Families  
International Meeting, sponsored by 
Anna Freud Centre and Yale Child Study 
Center, New Haven, CT.

Novick, G., Sadler, L., Cohen, S., Kennedy, 
H. P. , Groce, N., & Knafl, K. (2010, Sep-
tember). Group prenatal care. Abstract 
presented at the Council for the Ad-
vancement of Nursing Science, State of 
the Science Meeting, Washington, DC. 

Lawrence	D.	Scahill

Scahill, L. (2011, May). Anxiety in 
autism: Toward better outcome mea-
surement. Lecture presented at 
the International Meeting of Autism 
Research, San Diego, CA. 

Scahill, L. (2011, April). Plenary session: 
Conflict management plans: Six  
academic medical centers reveal their 
CMPs for two hypothetical cases. Lecture 
presented and panel participant at  
the Forum on Conflict of Interest  
in Academe, Association of American 
Medical Colleges, Philadelphia, PA. 

Scahill, L. (2011, March). Behavioral 
intervention in children with Tourette’s 
syndrome. Lecture presented at Maine 
Child Psychiatry Association, Newry, ME. 

Scahill, L. (2010, December). Psychophar-
macological treatments in children  
with pervasive developmental disorders. 
Lecture presented at Grand Rounds, 
Weill Cornell Medical College, Payne 
Whitney Manhattan, New York, NY. 

Scahill, L. (2010, December). Psychophar-
macological treatments in children  
with pervasive developmental disorders. 
Lecture presented at Grand Rounds, 
Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell 
university, Payne Whitney Westchester, 
Westchester, NY. 

Moss, M. P. (2011, April). American Indian 
Aging Policy and Research. Keynote 
presented at the university of North 
Carolina Institute on Aging, Chapel  
Hill, NC.

Moss, M. P. (2011, April). Future of nurs-
ing—Recommendation to give nurses 
voice and how technology may help. 
Paper presented at HealthCampCT, Yale 
School of Nursing, New Haven, CT.

Moss, M. P. (2011, April). Yale School of 
Nursing and moving toward technology. 
Keynote speech presented at  
HealthCampCT, Yale School of Nursing, 
New Haven, CT.

Moss, M. P. (2011, March ). The influence 
of health disparities: A call to action. 
Four papers presented at the Scientific 
Sessions of the Eastern Nursing  
Research Society, Philadelphia, PA.

Moss, M. P. (2011, January). American 
Indian health, law, and policy. Paper 
presented at the Disparities in Health in 
America: Working Towards Social Justice 
Annual Summer Workshop, university 
of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Institute, 
Houston, TX.

Moss, M. P. (2010, November). Compara-
tive effectiveness research: Why is it 
different? Paper co-presented at the 
International Association for Clinical 
Research Nurses, Bethesda, MD.

Moss, M. P. (2010, November). Environ-
mental issues and American Indians. 
Paper/panel presented at the  
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Alumni Retreat/Institute of Medicine, 
Washington, DC.

Moss, M. P. (2010, November). Legislation 
and long-term care in Indian Country. 
Discussion led for Indian Country  
Conference, Indian Health Service, 
Washington, DC.

Linda	Honan	Pellico

Pellico, L. (2011, June). Looking is not 
seeing and listening is not hearing:  
Using art and music to improve nurses’ 
perceptual abilities. Keynote speech 
presented at the Conference for Nurse 
Educators, Hyannis, MA.

Pellico, L. (2011, April). Looking is not 
seeing and listening is not hearing: Using 
art and music to improve nurses’  
perceptual abilities. Paper presented at 
the Society for the Arts in Healthcare, 
San Francisco, CA.

Pellico, L. (2011, March). Looking is not 
seeing and listening is not hearing: Using 
art and music to refine observational 
and auditory skills. Lecture presented at 
Yale Club of the Suncoast, Sarasota, FL.

Pellico, L. (2011, January). Caring for 
those dying in prison. Lecture presented 
at osborne Prison, Somers, CT.
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scholarship faculty presentations

Scahill, L. (2010, December). Recent de-
velopment in Tourette syndrome. Lecture 
presented at the Research Institute  
of Seattle Children’s Hospital Neurosci-
ence Center, Seattle, WA. 

Scahill, L. (2010, october). Evidence for 
psychopharmacological and behavioral 
interventions in children and adolescents 
with autism and related developmental 
disorders. Lecture presented at the 
Danish Seminar on Neuroscience and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, university of 
Southern Denmark, Denmark. 

Scahill, L. (2010, october). Subject char-
acteristics across three large-scale trials 
in children with autism. Session chair at 
the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry Annual Meeting, 
New York, NY. 

Scahill, L. (2010, August). Recent findings 
in Tourette’s syndrome. Lecture 
presented at the National Black Nurses 
Association Annual Conference,  
San Diego, CA. 

Scahill, L. (2010, July). Diagnosis and 
treating Tourette’s syndrome. Lecture 
presented at the National Association 
of Hispanic Nurses, Washington, DC. 

Scahill, L. (2010, July). Psychopharmacol-
ogy of autism: What we know and  
don’t know. Lecture presented 
at the National Autism Conference,  
Pennsylvania Training and Technical 
Assistance Network, Pennsylvania  
Department of Education, Penn State 
university, Harrisburg, PA. 

Dena	Schulman-Green

Ellman, M. S., Blatt, L., Asher, S., Viveiros, 
D., Schulman-Green, D., & Bia, M. (2011, 
May). An innovative interdisciplinary 
palliative care education program. Post-
er presented at the Annual Meeting  
of the Society of General Internal  
Medicine, Phoenix, AZ.

Schulman-Green, D. (2011, April).  
Measuring understanding of curative, 
palliative and hospice care among 
health care providers, patients, and  
family members. Lecture presented at 
the Aging Research Seminar Series,  
Yale Program on Aging, New Haven, CT.

Schulman-Green, D., Ercolano, E., Lazen-
by, M., & McCorkle, R. (2011, February). 
Developing and testing a web-based 
survey to assess educational needs of 
multidisciplinary palliative and end- 
of-life health care professionals. Lecture 
presented at the American Academy of 
Hospice and Palliative Medicine Hos-
pice and Palliative Nurses’ Association, 
Vancouver, Canada.

Schulman-Green, D., Bradley, E. H.,  
DiGiovanna, M., Knobf, M. T., Prigerson, 
H., & McCorkle, R. (2010, october).  
Self-management and transitions in 
palliative care. Poster presented at the 
International Congress on Palliative 
Care, Montreal, Canada. 

Allison	Shorten

Shorten, A. (2011, May). Birth choices: 
Development of a decision aid for  
pregnancy. Lecture presented at New 
Jersey Hospital Association Perinatal 
Collaborative, Princeton, NJ.

Shorten, A. (2010, November). What are 
the methods for supporting patients  
in their choice to attempt a VBAC? 
Lecture presented at the Quebec Public 
Health Association (ASPQ), Birthing  
the World Symposium (Enfanter Le 
Monde), Quebec City, Quebec, Canada.

Shorten, A. (2010, october). VBAC: Where 
to from here? Lecture presented at 
American College of Nurse Midwives 
Connecticut Affiliate Midwifery Week 
Celebration, Yale School of Nursing, 
New Haven, CT.

Shorten, A. (2010, July). The cascade of 
intervention and its impact on women’s 
opportunities for normal birth. Lecture 
presented at the International Normal 
Labour and Birth Research Conference, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

Marianne	T.	Stone-Godena

Stone-Godena, M. T. (2011, May).  
Pharmacological treatment for vulvar 
pain syndromes. Paper presented 
at the American College of Nurse  
Midwives Educational Conference,  
San Antonio, TX.

Martha	K.	Swartz

Swartz, M. (2011, June). Sharing a 
common mission: Nurses’ involvement  
in practice-based research networks. 
Abstract presented at the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality, 
Practice-Based Research Networks 
Research Conference, Bethesda, MD.

Swartz, M. (2011, March). Manuscript 
review roundtable. Lecture presented at 
the National Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners Conference on 
Pediatric Health Care, Baltimore, MD. 

Swartz, M. (2010, September). Building a 
PBRN-CTSA collaboration. Lecture pre-
sented at the Council for Advancement 
of Nursing Science Scientific Sessions, 
Washington, DC.

Jacquelyn	Y.	Taylor

Taylor, J. Y. (2011, April). Career paths in 
nursing genetics. Lecture presented at 
the university of North Dakota College 
of Nursing, Grand Forks, ND.

Taylor, J. Y., Sun, Y., Hunt, S. C., & Kardia, S. 
L. K. (2011, March). Gene-environment 
interaction for hypertension among 
African American women: A genome-
wide association approach. Symposium 
presentation at the Midwest Nursing 
Research Society, Columbus, oH.

Taylor, J. Y. (2011, March). Self and 
institutional pre-tenure evaluation. 
Panel presentation at Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, Nurse Faculty 
Scholars, Chicago, IL.

Taylor, J. Y. (2011, February). Nursing and 
genomics research. Lecture presented at 
the College of Nursing, Detroit, MI.

Taylor, J. Y. (2010, December). Gene-
environment interaction for HBP among 
mothers and daughters: Preliminary 
data for RWJF NFS year 2. Lecture 
presented at the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, Nurse Faculty Scholars, 
Washington, DC. 

Taylor, J. Y. (2010, November). Genetic 
markers in cardiovascular research: The 
basics of genetic counseling for African 
American women with hypertension. 
Lecture presented at the American 
Heart Association Scientific Sessions, 
Chicago, IL.

Brittain, K., Loveland-Cherry, C., North-
house, L., Caldwell, C., & Taylor, J. Y. (2010, 
october). Correlates of an informed 
decision regarding colorectal cancer 
screening among African Americans. 
Poster presented at the American  
Association for Cancer Research: The 
Science of Cancer Health Disparities  
in Racial/Ethnic Minorities and  
the Medically underserved, Miami, FL.

Taylor, J. Y., Sun, Y., Hunt, S. C., &  
Kardia, S. L. K. (2010, September). Gene-
environment interaction for hyperten-
sion among African American women:  
A genome-wide association approach. 
Symposia presentation at the State of 
the Science Congress on Nursing Re-
search, Council for the Advancement of 
Nursing Science, Washington, DC.

Robin	Whittemore

Bergstrom, F., Whittemore, R., Schaefer, 
C., Christopher, C. A., Amstutz, L., & 
Wagner, R. (2011, May). Adherence to 
routine or structured glucose monitor-
ing: A qualitative evaluation from the 
SteP study. Lecture presented at the 
International Society for Pharmacoeco-
nomics and outcomes Research  
(ISPoR) Annual Meeting, Baltimore: MD.

Allen, N., Whittemore, R., & Melkus, G. 
(2011, April). Developing a problem-
solving intervention for individuals  
with type 2 diabetes. Lecture presented 
at the International Symposium  
of Nursing Intervention Research,  
Montreal, Canada.

Jaser, S. S., Dumser, S., Liberti, L., Pham, 
H., Hunter, N., Homan, J., … the TeenCope 
Research Group (2011, April). Seasonal 
trends in depressive symptoms in  
adolescents with type 1 diabetes. Poster 
presented at the Society for Behavioral 
Medicine, Washington, DC.

Whittemore, R., & Grey, M. (2011, April). 
Development of an obesity prevention 
program for teenagers. Lecture 
presented at the International  
Symposium of Nursing Intervention 
Research, Montreal, Canada.

Whittemore, R. (2010, october).  
Diabetes prevention in the United  
States. Keynote speech presented at 
the Chai Fellowship Conference,  
Changsha, China.

    in memoriam as of September 30, 2011

Janet	M.	Foster	’37	
10/27/09

Dorothy	K.	Stein	’38
5/1/11

Barbara	B.	Moran	’39
5/19/11

Mary	S.	Symonds	’40
9/12/11

Ida	B.	Spilman	’40
6/18/11

Muriel	B.	Petruzzelli	’43
5/3/11

Vivian	S.	Crabtree	’46
4/21/11

Helen	B.	Hildebrandt	’46
8/22/11

Jean	B.	Milligan	’46
7/6/11

Barbara	D.	Johnson	’47
5/3/11

Ernest	G.	Edwards	’48
5/9/11

Virginia	H.	Rogers	’50
5/6/11

Mary	B.	Floyd	’51
8/29/11

Dorothy	J.	MacLennan	’52	
7/29/11

Peggy	A.	Masterson	’53
7/11/11

Jane	S.	Mauro	’53
5/27/11

Beverly	N.	Dunston-Scott	’55
7/11/11

Esther	R.	Sherrod	’55
3/24/11

Winifred	D.	Garrity	’59
9/4/11

Nelda	K.	Severin	’65
9/29/11

Barbara	A.	Levine	’77
6/29/11

Marianne	H.	Lewis	’80
3/1/11

Pamela	Hicks	’87
3/3/11

Vanessa	B.	Morgan	’01
3/23/11
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The theme of this issue is students, 
YSN’s raison d’etre. Think back to 
when you were in school. What kept 
you engaged? 

Go to p. 10 and find out how faculty 
are using interactive technology  
to help students learn with simulated 
patients.

Spotlight News (p. 4) includes  
students awarded for their advocacy, 
talents, and skills in writing,  
scholarship, and community service.

Q: Why do YSN students cross the 
road? A: To get to the Church Street 
South apartments (p. 6). There, they 
participate fully in the lives of the 
vulnerable families who live there.

Mary Lou Graham ’04 went halfway 
around the world on a Yale alum trip 
to provide health care education.  
Find out on p. 28 why she was not 
allowed to give her presentation. 

There’s a whole world out there  
waiting for Yale Nurses, isn’t there? 
on this page, look for Linda 
Schwartz’s advice to new graduates. 
(Hint: it’s applicable to all of us!)

And speaking of graduates, turn to  
p. 32 to relive the pomp, circum-
stance, achievement, and excitement 
of commencement.

Sometimes, it’s all about transitions. 
Asefeh Faraz ’08 went from GEPN  
to graduate, to practitioner, and back 
to student (p. 8), now in the YSN 
doctoral program and president of 
the Alumnae/i Association.

Don’t forget to check out your  
classmates’ whereabouts on p. 30. 
Where are they now? If you read 
Frank Grosso’s Truth of the Matter  
(p. 12), you’ll see what a difference  
10 years makes.

Karla A. Knight ’77

i am a yale nurse by karla a. knight, rn, msn ’77

What convinced you to become a nurse?
Watching the [Vietnam] war on TV. Then,  
I simply wanted to help. As of today, I have 
found that a simple nursing framework fits 
many life situations.  

If students spend their spring break in the  
air, it’s usually because they are headed  
to a warm destination. Tell us about your  
spring break in 1983. 
I was attending the psychiatric liaison nursing 
program at YSN and spending my spring  
break doing my U.S. Air Force Reserve duty.  
During an in-flight training exercise, I sustained 
a blast concussion. A door blew off at 30,000  
feet and that was the end of my Air Force 
career—but the beginning of my advocacy  
for veterans.

You always credit your recovery from that  
decompression event with the care and  
support of YSN faculty and fellow students. 
How did they help you?
Six weeks after the accident, I was told by  
doctors at Andrews Air Force Base that I could 
never go back to nursing and that I should go 
home to my family and bake bread for my  
husband. Faculty members Madelon Baranoski 
’74, Donna Diers ’64, and Judy Krauss ’70  
and my student colleagues had other ideas.  
They not only helped me graduate with my  
class, but they also taught me how to advocate  

for myself back in school and with the Air  
Force, and ultimately, for other veterans.

How would you characterize the way you  
felt when you received your MSN?
I think there was an unintended good conse-
quence of the faculty and student support  
that you will never find in a marketing  
brochure for the school. Having the support  
of such strong women and by the mere 
fact that I had to graduate with my class 
in 1984, there was this spirit of cooperation  
and intensity of experience that may not 
necessarily happen now when there are  
more options for completion of the degree.

How did you become the Commissioner  
of Veterans’ Affairs?
About nine years ago, I was serving out the  
last two months of my term on the Board of 
Trustees for the Rocky Hill VA facility. At  
that time, the VA system in Connecticut was 
rocked by a very publicized incident involving  
a patient with AIDS who had not been told  
of his diagnosis for more than eight months.  
I told then-Lieutenant Governor Jodi Rell that 
serving on the Board was ruining my credibility 
as a nurse. In true nursing form, I wrote down 
for Lt. Gov. Rell what was really wrong with  
the facility, what needed to be done to fix it,  
and the kind of person who should be commis-
sioner, but never thinking it should be me.

Nursing, war, and healing are three themes that  
clearly and inevitably run through the life and career 
of Yale Nurse Linda Schwartz, RN, MSN ’84, DrPH 
’98. As the Connecticut Commissioner of Veterans’  
Affairs for more than eight years, Linda continues  
to fight for the present and future needs of veterans 
who served in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam, as well  

as for those who are just home from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.  
In this interview, she answers some questions that help us understand 
the roots of her advocacy and what keeps her motivated, despite  
many challenges.
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When you were offered the position 
as Commissioner right after that  
conversation, why did you decide  
to accept?
Once again, the faculty at YSN helped 
me. They understood how I could 
bring a nursing perspective to the  
VA and encouraged me to leave my 
research assistant position at the 
school. In the first weeks on the job at 

does: I walked the corridors assessing 
the situation. There were 300 disen-
franchised patients living in 60-year-
old buildings with no air conditioning 
and no handicapped-accessible  
facilities or entrances. I encountered  
a man who said he had lost his job  
and his family, and if this was to be  
his life, he no longer wanted to live. 
And so my mission has evolved into 
saving lives. In many ways, what  
happened to me in 1983 in terms of 
returning to my family after an injury 
is what is happening to many of our 
servicemen and women today. 

Since your arrival at Rocky Hill, 
what has changed?
I have been appointed and reappointed 
by three governors (two Republicans 
and one Democrat!). In 2007, we 
opened fully renovated facilities as a 
result of a $33 million grant that my 
chief of staff and I wrote in my first 
month with the VA in 2003. We have 
conducted needs assessments that 
identify what we need to do today for 
our veterans and also what we will 
need to do for our veterans in 20 years. 
We have arranged for Oasis Centers at 
all of the state and community college 
campuses so that our veterans who  
go back to school can have a place to 
meet, chill, and relax. Our annual 
Stand Down event attracts 1,400  
homeless vets, including 40 women. 
Stand Down is an opportunity for  
our veterans who are homeless  
to get medical, dental, and eye care  
in addition to a rich and vast array  
of services, including access to  
the courts. Each year, YSN Associate  
Professor Linda Pellico, APRN,  
MSN ’89, PhD, brings first-year GEPN  
students to participate in this eye-
opening experience.

When you went before Congress  
to advocate for yourself and  
women veterans the first time,  
how did you feel?
Scared to death. I had been told that 
by telling the truth about my  
experience with the VA, my benefits 
would be removed, which had been 
known to happen. But as a nurse  
who was experiencing the system, I 
needed to be an advocate not only for 
women, but also for men. I have  
testified before Congress more than 30 
times and most recently in March  
before Senator Patty Murray, the first 
woman chair of the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee. I took this  
opportunity to talk about our women 
veterans who are leaving the military. 
Senator Murray told me that this  
was the first time that anyone had 
mentioned women in their testimony. 

A new group has started with the  
intent to identify Yale Nurses  
who have served in the military.  
How can they join this group?
We are trying to identify them for a 
larger Yale veterans group as part  
of a School of Management initiative.  
They can contact me by e-mail at  
Linda.Schwartz@po.state.ct.us or  
by phone 860-616-3603.

You don’t have to be a veteran  
to volunteer at either Stand Down  
or the VA. How can other Yale  
Nurses participate?
Volunteers are always welcome, not 
just at Stand Down but every day. We 
meet with volunteers individually to 
find out their interests and how much 
time they’re able to commit. They can 
fill out the volunteer form online at 
www.ct.gov/ctva.

What would you tell recent  
YSN graduates?
Someone once introduced me in this 
way: “Linda is a nurse and a veteran 
who has devoted her life to healing the 
wounds of war.” I can think of no great-
er goal, but I also never envisioned  
myself in a position like this or aspired 
to doing what I’m doing. So to gradu-
ates I would say, “Look for opportunity 
and when you see it, just go for it.”

Eight faculty from the Yale Schools of Nursing 
and Medicine led 32 first-year GEPN students  
to Stand Down on September 9. This annual 
event provides services to needy veterans from 
across Connecticut.

YSN joined volunteers from 50 government  
and private organizations providing a range  
of support, including medical screenings, social 
service assistance, legal help, job counseling, 
and VA benefits information. Veterans were also 
given haircuts,  a hot meal, and new clothing.

pressure,
 oxygen saturation, and blood  glucose, gave
 immunizations, assessed lung function, and
 washed the feet of veterans.

Our annual Stand Down  
event attracts 1,400 homeless 

vets, including 40 women. 
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by mary lou graham, aprn ’04

Collaboration Across Cultures

                   

Please submit personal essays of 500–750 words to Sherrie Page Najarian ’94 at snajarian@verizon.net. Please type “YSN essay query” in the  
subject heading. There are no rules or preconceived notions of what it means to be a Yale Nurse, only an opportunity to share your experiences.

Traditional medicine demonstration. The  
type of wood used to splint was selected for  
its healing properties.

what does it mean to be a yale nurse?

When I signed up to be part of the summer Yale Alumni Service Corps 
(YASC) cultural exchange group to a rural part of China, I knew my  
trip would be far from a leisurely vacation. The YASC spent one week  
in Xiuning as part of a cultural exchange, and the next week in Beijing.  
As a psychiatric nurse, I was excited to learn about China’s rich medical  
traditions, policy, and practice at Xiuning Hospital in Anhui province. 

orthopedic consultation with a  
Chinese patient.

Nurses from Xiuning Hospital attend our lectures. 
The color of uniform denotes their specialty.
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Most of the 200 service corps travelers 
spent the week with children at local
schools. Since the goal was a cultural  
exchange, many alums brought their
own children, some of whom had already  
become pen pals with the children
they would meet in China. The alums  
led children in activities related to their
professional expertise. For instance,  
engineers built bridges of popsicle sticks
and musicians taught instruments.  
There was also time to teach baseball.

Of our corps of 200, I was part of the 
medical group of 25 who spent the week
at a mid-level hospital in the center of 
town. In the spirit of exchange, the
hospital asked us to provide educational 
talks and case studies, as opposed to
direct patient care. 

I offered to lecture on depression and
the use of screening tools. However, we 
were told depression does not exist in
their country and that my talk was unnec-
essary. This highlighted how cultural dif-
ferences shape our respective health care 
systems. Another YSN alum on this trip,

discuss mental illness or the emotional 
dimensions of physical illnesses, we did
sprinkle some information in our medical 
lectures. For example, in neurology,
we observed that treating depression  
improves post-stroke outcomes.

Xiuning has a long, illustrious history 
of scholarship. Students work hard,
attending school for 12 hours a day, all 
year round. We were the only YASC group
that didn’t work with schoolchildren;  
our peers said the high schoolers
expressed many emotional concerns. 
Some wished they had someone to talk to
about their stress but kept it inside. To 
talk to one’s parents about concerns was
seen as ungrateful and shameful. Suicide  
attempts were not uncommon among
students, but were kept secret. 

Certainly, depression exists, and the
need for clinicians to evaluate, diagnose, 
and treat it seems obvious. Our group
report will include a recommendation  
for embedding a nurse at the high
school who can respond to the medical 
and emotional needs of the students.

                   what does it mean to be a yale nurse?

Were our hosts in denial, or were their 
patients expressing depressive symptoms
in other ways? 

There is no easy characterization of
our experiences. The word “rural” has 
different connotations in a country with a
population as large as China’s. The town 
square of Xiuning seemed as dense as
New Haven’s downtown, while a mile out-
side of town were fields of rice and yellow
chrysanthemums grown for tea. 

While hospital services were both ex-
cellent and modern, they looked different 
on the surface. Families washed patients’
laundry in sinks. Chinese nurses wear  
traditional white uniforms with stripes to
indicate rank. They reported a 70% C-sec-
tion rate, perhaps related to the precious-
ness of the one birth permitted by the 
government. I’ll always have the powerful
memory of the father beaming while 
showing me his twins. Large boards in the
hospital lobby listed the prices of various 
lab tests. Wouldn’t it be nice to have
transparent costs in America?

Despite these differences, it was soon

clear that Chinese nurses, like American 
nurses, want to provide the best health 
care possible. This connection quickly 
bonded our two groups. Clinicians thirst-
ed to learn from one another through 
clinical rounds and case discussions. 
Speaking informally, they asked about  
our patient load, scope of practice, shift 
work, how much American nurses are 
paid, even about our social lives. We 
found the Chinese nurses hardworking, 
warm, and engaging. Teaching their  
patients about diagnoses and illnesses  
was a point of pride for them.

Although we weren’t able to directly 

Hands-on demonstration of diabetic foot care. The Honor Guard welcomes us.

Sherrie Najarian, commented that in Chi-
na, “Culturally, pain is seen as something 
one endures, whether physical or mental.”

All people view illness, emotions, and 
behavior through a cultural lens. Even  
in America, where depression and antide-
pressant therapies are openly discussed, 
many still feel a stigma from this diagno-
sis. In a 2001 article,* the authors report-
ed that Chinese may express depression 
in different ways. The authors concluded, 
“depression appears to be less evident  
[in China]…and is more likely to be  
expressed somatically, as a result of a rich 
set of interconnecting influences.”

“ ...however,  
we were told  
depression  
didn’t exist in  
their country  
and my talk was  
unnecessary.” 

Figuring out how to create and support 
mental health screening and care,  
and how to raise a very sensitive topic, 
will be left to others. But if they need  
a volunteer, call me! 

This trip has made me more passionate 
about psychiatric nursing and the need  
to talk about mental health. I hope to 
someday have an opportunity to give my 
talk in Xiuning. 

*Parker, G., Gladstone, G., & Chee, K. 2001. Depression  
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Beth	Cheney	’89 was honored in June with 
the Connecticut Hospital Association Health-
care Hero award. She is Director of the Prenatal 
Clinic and oncology Programs at Windham 
Hospital and an assistant clinical professor at 
YSN. A third-generation nurse, Beth has  
provided health care for 15 years to women and 
their unborn infants. She published an article  
in Connecticut Medicine magazine’s June/July 
edition on reducing health care disparities.  
Beth lives in Columbia with her two children. 

Rima	Jolivet	’99 received her DrPH from the 
uniformed Services university of the Health 
Sciences (uSuHS) in Bethesda, MD in May 2011. 
She was inducted into the Fellowship of the 
American College of Nurse-Midwives in  
San Antonio, TX. Pictured are Rima with fellow  
Yalies Lisa	Summers	’83, Sharon Schindler 
Rising  6" ,67  and former faculty member Carrie Klima.

 

Alexandra	Brenner	Usdavin	’06 gave birth to 
daughter Sophia Claire usdavin on April 4, 2011. 
Sophia decided to arrive 10 days late, but when 
she determined it was time for her grand  
debut, she made a quick appearance in five 
hours from start of labor to birth!

Judy	A.	Beal	’75 was named Dean of the 
Simmons College School of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, where she has taught for 30 years.  
She oversees three undergraduate and  
graduate programs: nursing, nutrition, and 
physical therapy.	Judy has published more 
than 40 refereed publications, has received  
a three-year Robert Wood Johnson Executive 
Nurse Fellowship, and has regular speaking 
engagements. 

Margaret	Flinter	’80 is now the Senior Vice 
President and clinical director of CHC, Inc., one 
of the country’s largest federally qualified 
health centers, and the director of its Weitzman 
Center for Research and Innovation in Primary 
Care. Among her current favorite projects  
is the construction of CHC’s new, green,  
50,000-square foot building in Middletown, 
Connecticut. Margaret has been with CHC  
since 1980, and has seen it grow from a 
single storefront. Margaret and husband  
Paul have two sons.

Carol	Sheridan	’81 has spent the past 15 years 
working for Amgen, Inc. She continues to work 
with the oncology Nursing Society Foundation 
as a trustee and has been part of this board  
for the past four years. Carol attended her 25th 
YSN reunion and enjoyed hearing from  
Donna Diers and Margaret Moss about the  
new DNP program.

Suzanne	Abbot	Harris	’85 sends happy news 
that she was married last December to James 
Harris, pictured here in the gulf near their home 
in Brooksville, Florida. Suzanne is an instructor 
for first-year nursing students at a community 
college and recalls the privilege of working  
with former dean Judith Krauss as her adviser. 
Suzanne hopes she can reconnect with friends.

Christina	Santoni	’85 is an NP Consultant with 
the Department of Children and Families in 
New Haven.  She traveled to Cuba and Costa 
Rica with health care delegations to observe 
differences in international health care  
beliefs and systems, what appears to work and 
why. Christina and her husband are active in 
the community and raised two sons. 

Class	of	1950	classmates	Virginia Brown, Mary 
Colwell, and Jean o’Brien Butler came together 
at YSN’s Reunion weekend. They especially  
enjoyed the keynote speaker, as well as Dean 
Grey’s explanation of the elements of a  
research protocol. The following day, Virginia 
reported on a New York Times front-page 
article entitled “Calling More Nurses ‘Doctor,’  
A Title Physicians Begrudge.” She urges all 
alumnae/i to spread the message that YSN  
is ahead and on top of the trend.

Marjory	Heyd	’66 reports that, after leaving 
YSN 45 years ago, she devoted her professional 
life to undergraduate nursing education in  
several colleges and universities, as well as in 
community health for expectant mothers and 
their families. Retired now for six years, Marjory 
remains active by serving as a volunteer on 
several community boards, as a volunteer  
educator, and as president of a local women’s 
organization. Marjory is widowed and living  
in Fairview Park, ohio. She has two daughters 
and seven grandchildren. 

Carole	McKenzie	’73 has taught undergraduate 
and graduate maternal-newborn nursing,  
and worked as a nurse midwife and clinical 
specialist. She completed her PhD and was  
director of Women’s and Children’s Services  
in East Texas until five years ago, when she 
moved to oklahoma to head a BSN program. As 
Professor and Chair of the Division of Nursing 
at Northwestern oklahoma State university, 
Carole is proud of their innovative curriculum, 
simulation lab, and student successes. Carole  
is researching the development of reflective 
judgment utilizing proactive reflection and 
simulation. Carol and husband Roger celebrate 
42 years of marriage and have three children 
and one grandchild. They are pictured with son 
Rory and daughter Katie. 

Class	News
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Danuta Bujak, PhD, FNP, is a unique individual 
who, through sheer determination and hard 
work, has surpassed the normal expectations  
of an advanced practice nurse. 

After arriving in the united States from  
Poland in 1972 with little knowledge of English, 
and a degree in education, Danuta learned  
English, switched careers, and worked  
her way up the nursing career ladder from  
associate degree in 1977, to a Master’s in  
Community Health and certification as an  
FNP in 1981, to a PhD in 1998. In the 34 years 
since her nursing career began, Danuta  
has demonstrated an insatiable love  
of learning, along with a remarkable ability  
to implement her knowledge in clinical  
practice, in grant-supported research  
and publication, in teaching and mentoring  
on the university level, in presentations  
at professional conferences, and in  
community education.

Danuta has helped to facilitate the awareness 
of Lyme disease and other tick-borne  
diseases as persistent public health threats 
while also researching and demonstrating  
the long-term effects of untreated Lyme  
disease, which has resulted in more  
rapid diagnosis and treatment and improved 
outcomes. In 1990, in a presentation in  
Stockholm, Sweden, she coined the term  
“Post-Lyme Syndrome (PLS),” which is  
now widely used. Many doctors at that time 
believed that patients with post-Lyme  
symptoms were malingerers, but Danuta  
persisted in presenting evidence-based  
research about PLS, which assisted in the  
acceptance of the concept.

In addition to Danuta’s contribution to  
evidence-based knowledge about Lyme disease, 
Danuta has made important contributions  
to current professional knowledge about  
rheumatoid arthritis, fibromyalgia, chronic  
fatigue syndrome, and osteoarthritis. 

Through her scholarship, teaching, clinical  
practice, leadership and research in  
clinical nursing, Danuta has made significant  
contributions to the professional community 
and to society as a whole.

The following is an excerpt of Danuta Bujak’s acceptance speech: 

Distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends.
Each and every one of you honors the Yale School of Nursing by your 

presence. In a way you all share in this award, as you all share in making  
the Yale School of Nursing the great institution that it is today. I am grateful. 
You, my friends, colleagues, and mentors, have empowered me to achieve  
so much.

On a larger scale, we the nurses and our nation are engaged in a battle: 
our mission is to provide health care for all. We received a superb education 
and training here; with this comes leadership and opportunities. We must 
speak up for the advanced nursing role in a new milieu as described in the 
health care reform.

It is up to us to complete the work that we have thus far moved forward 
through advanced practice. “It is up to all of us gathered on this occasion  
to commit ourselves to this great mission remaining before us—which this  
nation, under God, shall have health care for all and that government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, shall ensure this right.” These powerful 
lines paraphrased from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address resonate well
 with me here in America.

What will it take to achieve this grand vision? Is it collaboration across  
the nation, or professions? YES. It will require spelling out the challenges  
before us. We must determine why it is so hard to create change in health care 
and within the ranks of nursing. Why is there so much resistance to  
change? This is a focus of translational research that is a current priority  
area for the NIH.

I envision the Yale School of Nursing educating a large cadre of advanced 
practice nurses prepared to participate in health care reform, shaping the new 
system so all will benefit. This takes audacity and a vision, and this creates an 
unprecedented opportunity for us.

To build the future is to offer an educational opportunity here at Yale to 
so many talented individuals who will carry our work forward. I’ve joined  
the Yale Legacy Partners and bequeathed 10% of my estate to help create this 
opportunity at the school that influenced my life so profoundly.

It is true that the name Yale opens many doors. It’s also true that my  
education and training at Yale School of Nursing has enabled me to walk 
through those doors with confidence.

Thank you Yale School of Nursing for selecting me—a girl with a Meryl 
Streep accent from Sophie’s Choice—to attend this prestigious school 30 
years ago. Thank you to the mentors who groomed me, my colleagues who 
supported me, and my parents for their love.

It is truly a great privilege and a pleasure to see my lifelong work worthy 
of your consideration.

2011	YSN	Distinguished	Alumna	Award	Winner	Danuta	Bujak	’81,	PhD,	FNP	
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Alumnae/i Reunion Weekend  
September 30-October 1, 2011

The Future of Nursing: It’s Up to Us

Reunion was a success thanks to student 
volunteers! (l-r) Janine Sun, Kaitlin Anderson,  
and Sarah Gilbert from the Class of 2013.

Elaine Gustafson, Audrey Courtney, and Valerie 
Holcomb of the Class of 1986 25th Reunion Class.

Shirley Girouard ’77, Margaret Grey ’76,  
Mary Colwell ’50.

Yale University President Richard Levin. Shirley Girouard ’77, Peg Cushman ’76, Bernadette 
Forget ’76, 2011 YSN Reunion Tri-Chairs.

Alumnae/i and students joined together in the 
fun. (l-r) Brittany Diaz ’13, Heather Jacobs ’12,  
Jodi Winemiller ’11. 

Kate Damon ’12, Sarah Morse ’13, Lisa Summers ’83,  
Peg Cushman ’76.

Sharing perspectives on nursing, Virginia Brown ’50 and 
Karlyn Nieland ’13.

Special recognition of Donna Diers ’64 for receiving the 2010 Living Legend Award  
from the American Academy of Nursing.

Reunion weekend is a great opportunity to celebrate friendships.
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Anthony	Luczak	’14,	a YSN GEPN 
student, asked for the chance to  
thank YSN alumnae/i for his financial 
aid support. This is an excerpt  
of his address.

I started my nursing career at Yale a 
month ago. I am a recipient of a  
YSN  scholarship, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to share with you 
about my journey to YSN.

About a year and a half ago, I was living with my wife 
and small children in northeast Mexico. We had chosen  
to live with the poor and vulnerable in developing countries, 
connecting needy people to those who wanted to help.  
It was small-budget, grassroots work. We organized material 
and medical aid trips to Mexico, helping  to ensure that
 the most dire needs were met first. 

I graduated in 2004 with a degree in theology and  
philosophy from a small private school and had never thought 
of nursing for myself, until I saw the selflessness of the  
U.S. medical teams that would come to our town. I saw their  
positive impact, and when it came time for them to leave,  
I knew that health care would revert to an inadequate level.  
All too often, sick children, including my own, suffered from  
diseases that were not only treatable, but also preventable.

So the journey began toward nursing school. I was moved 
by the service inherent in the profession. The deciding factor 
between schools would be a fine balance between cost and 
education. I really wanted to attend Yale, but the lower my 
loans upon graduating means the sooner I can return  
to my life’s work of helping the underprivileged. For me, the 
decision was highly influenced by the YSN scholarship.

To you, the alumni: Truthfully, you are our mentors. You 
have made the profession of nursing what it is today. We read 
your work. We read about your work. You are our preceptors. 
We hear about the profound impact that you have made in 
your fields, in research and in clinical practice. You have each 
contributed to the reputation of YSN, our alma mater that  
we will one day hold in common. I would like to thank each of 
you for giving of yourselves to the profession of nursing,  
and for the example that you establish for those of us who  
are as yet learning what it is to be a nurse. Also, I would most  
sincerely like to thank you for your generosity toward  
us current students, in helping us to make this education  
affordable through the YSN Scholarship. 
 
To make your gift to the YSN Annual Fund, visit www.yale.edu/
givenursing. 100% of Annual Fund donations are directed  
toward student financial aid.

Audrey Courtney ’86 and  
Beth Cheney ’89 both work  
at Windham Hospital in 
Willimantic, Connecticut.

A captivated audience at Friday 
evening’s panel discussion.

A familiar scene during 
Reunion weekend!

New Board member Tina Burke ’75 and 
outgoing Board member Linda Viera ’72.

President Levin, Lisa Summers ’83, Valerie Holcomb ’86, Margaret Grey 
’76, Asefeh Faraz ’08, Shirley Girouard ’77.

Friday evening panelists discussing “Caring for Vulnerable Populations: 
Yale Nurses Lead”: Linda Schwartz ’84, Brandon Ko ’10, Beth Cheney ’89, 
Audrey Courtney ’86.

YNM Fall 2011#2 R4.indd   33 11/3/11   1:44 PM



34   YALE NURSING MATTERS   VoLuME 12  NuMBER 1

Yale University School of Nursing celebrated its 85th commencement on  
Monday, May 23, 2011, with 101 MSN, two Post Master’s Certificates, and three PhD graduates.

Commencement 2011

Bagpipes led the procession. Graduates gathered on Yale’s Old Campus.

Family and friends gathered at the historic Shubert Theatre to congratulate the Class of 2011.

Kendra Grimes led the YSN 
graduates with the School’s  

official banner.

Kaitlin A. Adams received the  
Milton and Anne Sidney Prize for promotion  

of evidence-based care.

Faculty member Lisa Meland won the Annie 
Goodrich Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Melissa Kurtz with Dean Emerita Donna Diers. Kurtz received  
the Charles King, Jr. Prize for excellence in scholarship.
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Allison Shue.Emily Williams.

Associate Dean Barbara Guthrie  
congratulates a graduate.

Timothy Jones received his diploma. Katherine Rushfirth. Commencement Speaker Susan Michaels-Strasser 
and YSN Dean Margaret Grey.

Sarah Wheeler.Jennifer Mygatt received the Connecticut Holistic Health Association Prize.
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YALE NURSING LEGACY PARTNERS 

building the future 

Yale Nursing Legacy Partners was created to 
recognize and thank alumnae/i, family, and 

friends who have included Yale School of 
Nursing in their estate plans. 

The School will honor the generosity of members 
through special recognition and invitations to 

Yale Legacy Partners events. 

For more information on including Yale School of Nursing in your estate plans, or to 
document your giCt intentions, contact Steve Varley in the YSN Office of Development 

203-785-7920 OT steve.varley@ya1e.edu 
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